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Acknowledgements 

This will be our last annual statement of involvement as NHS Calderdale CCG. The 

implementation of the Health and Social Care Act introduces a new statutory body for our 

West Yorkshire Integrated Care System. The legal responsibilities for the commissioning of 

NHS services will pass from clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) to the new West 

Yorkshire NHS Integrated Care Board (ICB).  The CCGs will then be dissolved under the 

new legislation.   

 
You can find out more at following link Integrated Care Systems legislation :: West 

Yorkshire Health & Care Partnership (wypartnership.co.uk) 

 

We would like to thank all the individuals and organisations who have taken part in our 

engagement and consultation activities over the past nine years and for sharing their 

experiences of using local services. Your contributions have helped to inform our 

commissioning decisions to ensure your local NHS continues to provide quality and 

responsive services.  

 

These annual reports have given us the opportunity to share engagement and consultation 

activity that has taken place, what people have told us and what’s happened because of 

people sharing their experiences and the feedback that they have given.  We have been 

able to reflect on all the changes that have been made following engagement and 

consultation. 

  

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation
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Summary of engagement 2021/22 

 
A key priority during 2021 - 22 for the CCG and partners has been acting on and 

implementing the principles of the ‘Involving People’ Strategy to create a strong 

collaboration for communications, engagement, and equality across Calderdale.  Working in 

partnership and coming together to learn from and act on what people are telling us to 

improve the health and wellbeing of Calderdale population.  

 

The Involving People Strategy is a shared set of principles with our partners for involving 

people across Calderdale – supporting the delivery of Calderdale Cares, and the White 

Paper integration and innovation by working together to improve health and social care for 

all through its principles of voice, and influence, and addressing inequalities.   It is central in 

helping the CCG embed the voice of patients, carers, families, staff, and the public 

everything we do. This is a key part of upholding our legal requirement and ensuring we 

have taken the time to consider all insight and feedback.  The duty to involve local people is 

set out in section 14Z2 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012, the Equality Act 2010 and 

also places a specific duty on CCGs to ensure that health services are provided in a way 

which promotes The NHS Constitution. 

 

The strategy helps us to build place-based engagement and communication - and the 

principles of strategy are the foundation by which local people can expect to be involved by 

organisations in Calderdale. 

 
Supporting the roll out of the COVID Vaccination programme has been a priority for the 

CCG and partners. Joint working and regular discussions across organisations and with 

colleagues to ensure consistency of the messages across Calderdale by NHS and council 

colleagues and all our partners have been integral to the programme.   

 

Calderdale CCG Engagement have led on the coordination of engagement and insight 

through the system (at place) in relation to the Covid Vaccination programme with as many 

partners as possible.  

 

Phase one of the engagement activity was to understand the views and experiences of 

people living in Calderdale of the COVID Vaccine.  We wanted to give people the 

file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Involving%20People%20Strategy_Calderdale%20Cares%20(002)%20(5).pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/960548/integration-and-innovation-working-together-to-improve-health-and-social-care-for-all-web-version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/960548/integration-and-innovation-working-together-to-improve-health-and-social-care-for-all-web-version.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/guid-annual-reprting-legal-duty-july16.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/part/1/crossheading/further-provision-about-clinical-commissioning-groups/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-nhs-constitution-for-england
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opportunity to help influence how we shape the operational delivery of the vaccine delivery 

model in Calderdale and the messages we share; through understanding and learning what 

the public views are of the COVID vaccine and understanding any concerns or 

misinformation that people may have heard. 

 
Insight reports produced from all the feedback we received have been used to help create 

our communication messages and to respond to people’s concerns.  The insight also 

informed our vaccine programme.   

 

Phase two of the engagement activity was building on our understanding of what 

communities were telling us about the vaccine.   

 

We recognised that people will have had different worries and we wanted to make sure 

people had information about the vaccines that they needed in ways they understand and 

could use to make informed decisions.  

 

We continued to produce insight reports from all the feedback received to inform the 

delivery of our vaccine programme and to help create our communication messages and 

respond to people’s concerns.  See section 6 for more detail.  

 

More detailed information is provided in this report on how the CCG and partners (including 

local authority, voluntary and community sector and the providers that the CCG 

commission) have involved local people in the development, design, and delivery of 

services throughout the year.  This also gives us the opportunity to shout out about the 

fantastic partnership engagement work that has taken place across Calderdale.  

 

The report will set out who has been involved, what people have told us and what has 

happened as a result (we asked, you told us, we listened).  Each section is a summary 

account of activity with links to the published reports.    

 

Findings of any engagement and/or consultation can take several months or even years 

before any outcomes or changes can be reported on.  Over the last two we have asked 

colleagues and partners for a progress update on previous activity where possible.  
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1. Introduction 

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) was formally established in April 

2013 and has the responsibility for ensuring that people living in Calderdale have access to 

high quality health services.  

 
In 2006, Patient Involvement was strengthened by the NHS Act and Sections 242 and 244 

of the Act placed a duty on NHS organisations to involve and consult local people and 

stakeholders in the planning and development of services. Also included was a duty for 

Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) to report on this activity in an annual ‘statement of 

involvement’.  

 
The Health and Social Care Act 2012 introduced significant amendments to the NHS Act 

2006, especially with regards to how NHS commissioners will function. These amendments 

included two complementary duties for Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) (as the 

organisations who replaced PCTs from 1 April 2013) with respect to patient and public 

participation and also a duty to promote the NHS Constitution which was refreshed in 2013.  

The legal duties in relation to Patient and Public Involvement are presented at Appendix 1. 

 
This report provides an overview of the engagement and consultation activities that have 

taken place over the past year from 1 April 2021 until 31 March 2022 and includes a 

summary of what people told us, what the outcome was and where you can find further 

information.  

 

  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-nhs-constitution-for-england
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2. About Us  

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is the CCG covering 21 General 

Practices and a registered population of more than 222,000 patients. CCGs are groups of 

GPs that are responsible for planning and designing local health services in England.  We 

do this by ‘commissioning’ or buying health and care services including: 

• Planned hospital care 

• Urgent and emergency care 

• Rehabilitation care 

• Community health services 

• Mental health and learning disability services 

 
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) work with patients and health and social care 

partners (e.g., local hospitals, local authorities, local community groups etc.) to ensure 

services meet local needs.  CCG governing bodies are made up of professionals from 

different backgrounds such as GPs from the local area and at least one registered nurse, 

one secondary care specialist doctor, senior managers, and lay representatives, who are all 

working together to secure the best possible healthcare for local communities. Our aim is to 

improve the health and lives of local people by increasing life expectancy, making sure we 

commission and provide good quality services and to reduce health inequalities across the 

district. 

 

2.1 Our vision and values 

The CCG’s vision is: 

To achieve the best health and wellbeing for the people of Calderdale within our available 

resources  

Our values are: 

• Preserve and uphold the values set out in the NHS constitution 

• Treat each other with dignity and respect 

• Encourage innovation to inspire people to do great things 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ccg-members-roles.pdf
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• Be ambassadors for the people of Calderdale 

• Work with our partners for the benefit of local people 

• Value individuality and diversity and promote equity of access based on need 

• Commission high quality services that are evidence based and make the most of 

available resources 

• Encourage and enable the development of care closer to home 

Download a copy of the CCG Constitution here.  

 

2.2 Our priorities 

As an organisation we are working towards six key priorities. These are: 

• Preventing people from dying prematurely 

• Enhancing the quality of life for people with a long-term condition (including work on 

urgent care pathways) 

• Helping people to recover and maintain their independence (including work on 

intermediate tier) 

• Ensuring people have a positive experience of care (including those in care homes, and 

those accessing primary care) 

• Ensuring a safe environment and protecting people from harm 

• Reducing inequalities in Calderdale 

The CCG along with partners as a ‘place’ are also working towards the following priorities: 

• New Relationship with our communities -harnessing the strengths of Calderdale’s 

people and communities 

• A shift to prevention and health outcomes- better wellbeing for all 

• Relentless in reducing inequalities 

• Seamless services for those that need help supporting integrated care services 

(Calderdale Cares) 

 

 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/ccg-constitution/?wpdmdl=10758&refresh=5e4672af046031581675183
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2.3 Our finances 

NHS Calderdale CCG is responsible for devolved healthcare budgets of approximately 

£369 million on behalf of our patients and people living across Calderdale. 

 
We will make sure we use our available resources to deliver our priorities, fulfill our 

commissioning plans and improve outcomes for patients. We will regularly review our 

activities and where appropriate, take action to achieve financial balance in respect of 

provider costs, prescribing and management/running costs. 

 
3. Our approach 

Our approach to public engagement and consultation is to ensure that we use a variety of 

different mechanisms, methods and approaches to engage with people.  We need to 

understand how we can best involve people, when they need to be engaged or indeed want 

to be engaged. 

 

3.1 Involving People Strategy 

The Involving People Strategy is a joint strategy with a shared set of principles with our 

partners for involving people across Calderdale and ensures that we adopt a whole system 

approach to supporting this work.  

 The strategy enables us to meet our responsibilities under the Health and Social Care Act 

2012: 

• putting patients and the public at the heart of everything we do 

• focusing on improving those things that really matter to the population of Calderdale 

• empowering and liberating clinicians to innovate, with the freedom to focus on improving 

healthcare services and, 

The strategy shows that we are committed to ensuring that we actively engage with 

patients, the public and other key stakeholders to ensure that the commissioning, design, 

development, delivery and monitoring of health and care in Calderdale meets the needs of 

our population. By listening to patients and the public and learning from their experiences of 

health and care we can understand what really matters to people. 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/involving-people-strategy/
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We want to make sure we hear from all the people and communities in Calderdale - 

everyone’s opinions matter. We understand that the way we ask for people to share their 

views can make a big difference to who responds so we ensure we design our patient 

experience and engagement processes with this in mind. We also use equality monitoring 

to assess the representativeness of the views we have gathered and where there are gaps 

or we identify trends in opinion, these are looked into and plans made to address them.  

Throughout the year, we actively promote any activities for people to become involved and 

this report is our opportunity to present the work undertaken, catalogue our activities and 

present any changes as a result of this work.  

This report will be published on our website and circulated to our member practices and key 

stakeholders. We also have a number of other mechanisms in place to manage our 

engagement activities and gather peoples views, these are highlighted below. 

 

3.2 Involving People Network  

A diverse network of people across Calderdale who share knowledge, skills and resources 

and provide peer to peer support to involve local people and our communities. Working 

together, with our communities to understand their needs and celebrate the great things 

that are happening in local areas.  

 

3.3 Communication, Engagement and Equality (CEE) Collaboration 

Communication, Engagement and Equality leads from key partner organisation who come 

together to facilitate system-wide projects, involvement, or campaigns – a do once 

approach, to ensure all expertise is considered in advance of any communications being 

published or involvement taking place, we do this by working together using our networks 

and our existing mechanisms by supporting our Calderdale Cares Partnership localities and 

the communities and people who live and work in them.  

 

3.4 Patient Experience Group (PEG) 

The purpose of the Patient Experience Group is to help shape and improve patient 

experience. The group do this by: 
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• Networking – developing and sustaining positive relationships across the group 

membership. 

• Collaborating - working together with providers to identify areas of good practice, areas 

of concern and actions for improvement. 

• Learning – sharing good practice across local providers as well as being mindful of the 

ongoing work of the West Yorkshire and Harrogate STP as new plans are developed 

across the region. 

• Shaping – Setting, monitoring and driving the delivery of the patient experience 

priorities. 

 

3.5 Calderdale Health Forum 

Calderdale Health Forum (HF) provides patient input into key CCG priorities and potential 

service redesign.  Members are also informed of additional engagement opportunities as 

they arise.  Health Forum members are representatives of Calderdale GP practices who 

have a Patient Participation Group (PPG).  The Network met on a bi-monthly basis, due to 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic the Health Forum has been suspended. Regular 

communication with members of the Health Forum has continued throughout. 

 

A PPG is a group of patients interested in health and care services and peoples 

experiences of those services who want to get involved with and support the running of 

their local GP Practice and contribute to the continuing improvement and development of 

your local GP practice.  

 

3.6 Engagement Champions 

Engagement Champions is an asset based approach to engagement and involves training 

members of the voluntary and community sector as engagement providers.  The aim of the 

project is to support the third sector voice in commissioning and to use their communities to 

ensure we reach local people at a grass roots level.  

 

Engagement Champions are individuals working in the voluntary and community sector 

who are trained to engage with the local population on our behalf. Training is mandatroy 

and has five elements (below).    
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• Understanding how the NHS works 

• Legal and statutory duties of the NHS 

• Methods and approaches to engagement and consultation  

• A practical task 

• Equalities, safeguarding and review and evaluation 

 

Engagement Champion training has continued to be held online due to the pandemic and 

has been working well.  Feedback on the online Engagement Champions training continues 

to be positive.  Many organisations find the online training easier to attend as it allows 

trainees to attend the training from any location, resulting in a reduced time commitment 

required from attendees as there is no travel required. 

 

VAC has recruited seven new Engagement Champions to the programme this year. We 

currently have 37 Engagement Champions from 24 organisations who represent protected 

groups and help support conversations with our diverse communities about healthcare 

services, and we are working in partnership with VAC to recruit and train even more. By 

working with volunteers in this way the response to our conversations has strengthened 

and increased, particularly amongst seldom heard groups by helping to give communities a 

voice. 

 

VAC continues to support new and existing Engagement Champions to take part in 

engagement activities with their communities.  However, we recognise that community and 

voluntary organisations are still experiencing the effects of the pandemic in terms of 

capacity within their organisations and increased demand for services.  VCSE organisations 

have found it difficult to commit to support other initiatives like Engagement Champions.  

 

3.7 Patient Stories 

Patient stories help bring experiences to life and will encourage the CCGs to focus on the 

patient as a whole person rather than just a clinical condition or as an outcome. They have 

the potential to inspire us to make successful changes, educate the workforce, to support 

learning about what works well and to promote excellence. We now have a system in place 

to collect stories as part of the CCGs approach to involving people. 

 

https://www.cvac.org.uk/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/ways-to-get-involved/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/ways-to-get-involved/
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3.8 NHS Calderdale CCG’s Complaints Service  

The Complaints Service helps the NHS to improve services by listening to what matters to 

patients and their families, and making changes when appropriate.  It also provides the 

following functions to the population of Calderdale:  

• It is responsible for receiving, handling and investigating complaints relating to the 

actions of Calderdale CCG and the NHS services it commissions.  

• Providing information about the NHS complaints procedure and how to obtain 

independent help if the person decides they want to make a complaint  

• Providing information and help for example: support groups outside the NHS  

• Providing an early warning system for the CCG, NHS Trusts and monitoring bodies by 

identifying problems or gaps in services to prevent a recurrence. 

More information can be found in our Complaints Policy on the Calderdale CCG website: 

www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/complaints-policy/ 

 

3.9 Healthwatch Calderdale 

Healthwatch Calderdale is the consumer champion for both health and social care. It exists 

in two distinct forms – local Healthwatch and Healthwatch England. Local Healthwatch is an 

independent organisation and Calderdale CCG is working alongside the service to ensure 

that it forms part of our engagement of the local population. The aim of local Healthwatch is 

to give citizens and communities a stronger voice to influence and challenge how health 

and social care services are provided within their locality.  

 

3.10 Working in partnership  

The CCG is committed to working in partnership with our partner organisations, providers, 

staff, public, patients and carers. We already have a good relationship with a number of key 

stakeholders including the third sector and we want to continually work with and invest in 

our partnerships to help us deliver the Involving People Strategy. 

 

3.11 Care Opinion and NHS Choices  

Care Opinion is a feedback platform for the public so they can share their story or 

experience of healthcare services. Anyone can post an opinion on the website. 

file:///C:/Users/angwen.vickers/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y3VPNG1V/www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/complaints-policy/
https://www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/
https://www.healthwatch.co.uk/
https://www.careopinion.org.uk/
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NHS Choices also provides a similar facility. Calderdale CCG will search these facilities by 

provider to listen to what patients are saying about NHS services.  

 

3.12 National and Local surveys  

National and Local surveys take place throughout the year from various providers and local 

GP practices. Patients are encouraged to contribute to these surveys. The public can use 

surveys to have their say on current services and Calderdale CCG is able to use such 

surveys to understand the patient’s view of the service. In addition, surveys can be used 

collectively to inform commissioning decisions.  

 

3.13 Service redesign activities  

Some of the things we have been working on this last year with our partners and 

stakeholder have included the activities below.   

 
Pulse Oximetry @Home; and Blood Pressure Monitoring @Home. The focus of the 

pulse oximetry @home is to focus on those at most risk, with a diagnosis of COVID and 

monitor people to detect early deterioration in the community with ‘silent hypoxia’; and 

where clinically appropriate, escalate peoples care to reduce mortality, reduce hospital 

length of stay and potentially reduce the risk of ‘long COVID’.   The aim of Blood pressure 

monitoring @ home is to rapidly increase the availability and access to remote blood 

pressure monitoring and management for clinically extremely vulnerable patients with 

uncontrolled hypertension to prevent heart attacks and strokes. 

 
 
Urgent Community Response. This exciting service development in health and social 

care is taking place across the whole country, and means those who need it, will have fast 

access to a range of qualified professionals who can address both their health and social 

care needs. People will be able to access a response from a team of skilled professionals 

within two hours, to provide the care they need to remain independent and avoid an 

admission to hospital. This means getting the right help early, to avoid going into hospital in 

the first place and being able to remain well at home. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/
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Calderdale Community Mental Health Transformation (CMHT). This is a part of a 

national programme; National Framework for Mental Health for Adults and Older Adults, 

2019 and the NHS Long Term Plan. The national requirement of the CMHT is to invest in 

and build integrated models of community mental health delivered in and around primary 

care in order that there is an inclusive community-based offer. A cornerstone of this is to 

improve the lives of people with serious mental health (SMI) conditions and ensure they 

access all aspects of these new and inclusive models. The aim is to develop seamless 

pathways so that mental health provision is wrapped around the person rather than the 

person having to access multiple services. This idea of no wrong door means that people 

with SMI and others with complex mental health issues, will be able to access support at 

the earliest opportunity and therefore embed prevention and early intervention around 

mental health at the level of primary care. The aim is to reduce further need for specialist, 

secondary mental health provision while also improving the physical health of people with 

SMI and address the wider determinants of health as part of this holistic view of factors that 

impact on mental and emotional health. 

 

Engagement as part of the development of our commissioning intentions will feed into the 

overall themes arising locally and support our decision making in respect of future actions.   

We will continuously cross reference the themes which arise from partners, stakeholders 

and patient and public engagement to update and reflect on the intelligence we have to 

date.  

 

3.14 Website  

Our website provides up-to-date information about the work of the CCG and plans for the 

future. We use the site to promote all our activities, including: 

• News and health information aimed at the public, including information around the local 

and national COVID-19 vaccination programme. 

• Governing Body meetings 

• Commissioning Primary Medical Services Committee meeting 

• Local and regional health campaign information. 

• Information on local health services 

• Event information 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/
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In August 2021 we launched a refreshed website. We have maintained a ‘good’ 

accessibility score on the Silktide Index since this went live. 

 
The CCG website was built specifically to meet statutory accessibility standards and to be 

compatible with a number of screen reading programmes to aid people with visual 

impairments. The CCG also uses the Reachdeck Toolbar, which further Improves the 

accessibility, readability and reach of the CCG’s online content, as well as offering 

comprehensive content translation into many languages. 

 
During the period 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022 the CCG’s website received 214,183 page 

views from 177,127 unique visitors. 

 
This is an increase from the previous period (1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021), which saw 

192,956 page views from 161,014 unique visitors. 

 
From the period 1 April2021 - 31 March 2022, the most visited pages on 

www.calderdalecg.nhs.uk were: 

Page  Page views Unique page 

views 

Home page 38,688 31,047 

Find a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination clinic 32,171 26,194 

COVID-19 and your fertility 12,767 11,997 

How will I get your COVID-19 vaccine 4,845 4,443 

News article: Halifax’s Piece Hall primed for 

second vaccination session 

3,040 2,834 

News article: Halifax’s Piece Hall to host 

COVID-19 vaccination clinic 

2,648 2,410 

COVID-19 vaccination: frequently asked 

questions 

1,568 1,284 

Key documents (resources) page  1,551 1,032 

Contact Us 1,545 1,367 

What’s in the COVID-19 vaccines? 1,481 1,160 

https://index.support.silktide.com/faq/what-is-the-silktide-index/
https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/products/reachdeck/
http://www.calderdalecg.nhs.uk/
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1:Dr Lisa Pickles gives the first COVID-19 
vaccine 

3.15 Media 

We use newspaper, radio and broadcast to help us engage with our local population and 

keep them informed about our work. Over the year, the topics we have covered include: 

• Changes in the way GP practices and health services are working during the pandemic 

• COVID-19 vaccine public awareness messages and information, including the 

promotion of walk-in vaccination clinics across Calderdale’s localities. 

• Promotion of self-care tips during Self-Care Week 2021 

• Promotion of the Together We Can campaign, encouraging people to use local health 

and care services correctly and responsibly.  

• Updates on regional health and care campaigns from the West Yorkshire Health and 

Care Partnership  

• Opportunities for people to get involved, what people told us and what we are doing 

• Local GPs urging people to get their flu jab 

 
Over the year our work has featured in:  

• Local and regional newspapers and online- Halifax Courier, Huddersfield Examiner, 

Telegraph and Argus, Yorkshire Post  

• National newspapers and online news- Guardian, iNews, The Sunday Telegraph, The 

Sun on Sunday, Sunday People, The Observer, Sunday Express, Sunday Mirror  

• Radio- Global radio and Planet radio news bulletins, Phoenix Radio   

• Broadcast- Channel 4 news, ITV news and Calendar and BBC news and Look North  

• The top stories that reached the most people are: 

• Walk-in vaccination clinic in circus big top, Halifax, July 2021 

• Walk-in vaccination clinic in Halifax’s oldest nightclub The Acapulco, August 2021 

• Together We Can, October 2021, January 2022, April 2022 
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3.16 Social Media 

We use social media to engage and inform people of the work we do as well as letting our 

followers know about other local and national events, campaigns or opportunities that may 

interest them. Our social media accounts also provide a way for people to raise issues with 

us directly.  

 
Twitter activity: 1/4/2021 – 31/3/2022 

• During 2021/22 Calderdale CCG gained 385 additional followers (4714 followers on 1 

April 2021 compared with 5,099 on 31 March 2022) 

• The @calderdaleccg Twitter account was mentioned more than 1,155 times by other 

accounts. This includes @mentions, replies, and old-style (RT) retweets 

• The CCG’s twitter posts were retweeted by other accounts 2,002 times during this 

period. 

• The CCG’s twitter posts were ‘liked’ by other accounts 2,301 times during this period. 

• The CCG’s twitter posts received 151 direct responses from other accounts during this 

period.  

The most popular Twitter post from NHS Calderdale CCG during 2021/22 was the 

following, which made 24,309 individual impressions while promoting a COVID-19 

vaccination clinic at Halifax’s Acapulco nightclub: 

 

 

2: Dr Geetha Chandrasekaran being 
interviewed by Channel 4 News outside 
the Covid-19 vaccination walk-in clinic at 
the circus. 
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3:Photo showing most popular Twitter post from NHS Calderdale CCG during 2021/22 
promoting a COVID-19 vaccination clinic at Halifax’s Acapulco nightclub 

 

All the CCG’s best performing Twitter content revolved around the local COVID-19 

vaccination programme, but there were a number of other successful campaigns 

throughout the year; most notably the #TogetherWeCan campaign. 

 

Facebook activity: 1/4/2021 – 31/3/2022 
 
Facebook is another of the main ways in which the CCG communicates directly with local 

people daily. In general, the CCG’s posts on this platform have historically gained more 

views and impressions than on Twitter, and more comments and questions are submitted 

via the CCG’s Facebook page. 

The CCG also uses Facebook to promote posts through paid activity; the only social media 

channel used by the CCG which is used in this manner. 

• 1,757 posts were shared via Facebook in 2021/22. 
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• The CCG’s page made 1,606,017 impressions over 2021/22. This means that organic or 

paid content from the CCG’s Facebook page, paid-for or organic) appeared on 

Facebook users’ screens 1.6 million times. 

Instagram activity: 1/4/2021 – 31/3/2022 

While the CCG’s Instagram account is less popular than it’s Twitter and Facebook 

accounts, it is still a very useful tool in sharing messages with a demographic that is 

typically younger than those favouring Twitter and Facebook. 

The CCG’s Instagram account also carries CCG paid-for ads from Facebook, which is 

extremely useful in furthering the impact and impressions of the messages. 

• 2,043 posts were shared via Instagram in 2021/22 

• Calderdale CCG’s posts make 45,668 impressions on 42,804 Instagram accounts. 

• The CCG’s Instagram posts received 481 engagements, including 451 likes. 

• Videos posted on the CCG’s Instagram account received 2,134 views. 

Case study: TikTok 

We utilised existing channels to help reach our audience when needed. In the example of 

the walk-in vaccination clinic at the Acapulco nightclub the club created their own video 

TikTok content to promote the clinic in the lead up and on the day as they had an establish 

audience who the clinic was aimed at.  

Four videos were played 14,640 times. With 275 engagements such as comments, likes, 

and shares.  
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5: Screenshot of social media 
page from Acapulco Club 
advertising the walk-in vaccine 
clinic 

 

3.17 Campaigns 

We have focused on two key areas during 2021/22: COVID-19 vaccination and addressing 

system pressures.  We have also implemented, and supported campaigns led by the West 

Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership such as: 

• Root Out Racism  

• Looking out for our neighbours #SpreadTheKindness  

• Keep West Yorkshire Going  

• Leaving a gap 

• Perinatal mental health  

  

4: Screen shot of Acapulco Club social 
media page showing number of views per 
item 
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Case study: Together We Can…  

The Together We Can campaign aims to raise awareness of the pressure on NHS services 

by managing public expectations and equipping people with the knowledge they needed to 

choose the most suitable health service for their needs.  

The campaign has been informed using insight we collected in 2020/21 supported by 

Magpie communications agency. The research helped us to understand the attitudes and 

behaviours within our communities around A&E usage, attitudes towards self-care and 

health services in the community, such as primary care.  

 

We used this insight to create a joint campaign with NHS Kirklees Clinical Commissioning 

Group by our communities, for our communities to allow it to be more engaging and 

effective. We used a strapline of either Together We Can… Choose Well or Together We 

Can … Stay Well depending on who we were trying to reach.  

 

Our target audience was parents of children under 12, people under 40 with minor health 

conditions, more vulnerable adults and their family or carer, people living within a 3–5-mile 

radius of Calderdale Royal Hospital and Huddersfield Royal Infirmary.  

 

We started to trial the campaign in August 2021 and official launched in October 2021 in the 

lead up to winter, when we know services become busier.  

 

Through a combination of a dedicated website, patient information leaflets, outdoor 

advertising, social media, press and partner engagement we were able to spread the 

campaign message through the borough.  

 

We worked with health, care, local government and community and voluntary sector system 

partners across Calderdale and Kirklees to utilise opportunities to share the campaign.  

Activity in Calderdale October 2021 – March 2022 

• Commercial radio interview with a GP 

• Regional news broadcasts with GP and A&E consultant  

• 11 outdoor advertising locations, bus stops or billboards in areas near the hospital, 

supermarkets, schools, nurseries, or parks. Figures from the provider, Clear Channel, 
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6: Photo of Disability Partnership 
Calderdale event who held a ‘Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire’ style 
themed quiz to share the ‘Together 
We Can Choose Well’ messages.   

state that the average impact of the advertising activity in Calderdale (in terms of the 

number of times each site was seen by people) was of 541,515 views per week.  

• Newspaper front- and back-page wrap and full-page feature in the Halifax Courier, 

6,080 papers circulated.  

• Online advertising with Halifax Courier- 80,200 impressions 

• We worked with Calderdale Council to send every household in Calderdale (96,000) a 

‘Winter Wise’ booklet.  

• Facebook, paid and organic posts reached 17,015 people  

• 1,200 leaflets were given out in Calderdale A&E 

• 35 GP practice sites displayed material  

• 22 public buildings such as libraries, leisure centres and museums displayed material  

• 4 groups from the voluntary and community sector; ACE CIC, Disability Partnership 

Calderdale, St Augustine’s, Forum 50 delivered Together We Can campaign messages 

with their stakeholders. This included website news, bulletins, social media, leaflets, and 

events.  

The campaign was identified as an example of good practice and was adopted as the 

system pressure campaign for the West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership in 

December 2021. This enabled greater reach and additional tactics could be introduced 

such as real stories, promoted social adverts, radio adverts and further user testing and 

insight could be collected as the campaign progressed.  

As a result of the campaign growing in West Yorkshire and in response to continued user 

testing the campaign strapline changed to Together, We Can… Protect Each Other and the 

design of some materials changed.   

You can find all materials for the Together We Can Campaign at the following link Home - 

NHS - Together We Can (togetherwe-can.com) 

  

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org/
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org/
https://togetherwe-can.com/
https://togetherwe-can.com/
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3.18 CCG Staff and GP member practices 

Member practices  

The CCG’s communications team maintains a strong relationship with member GP practice 

managers by attending the monthly Calderdale Practice Managers’ Group (CPMG) 

meeting, chaired by the Calderdale Local Medical Committee. A report on current and 

upcoming communication activity pertaining to the CCG member practices, including the 

rollout of local and national communication campaigns. 

By working with and maintaining visibility with Calderdale Member Practices in this way, the 

communications team can involve practice managers in communications projects and 

gather information to aid in catering campaign material to the health needs of people 

registered with Calderdale’s GP practices. 

Attendance also allows the team to request aid from practice managers to further develop 

communications activity. For example, practice managers’ have sent out requests to staff 

from member practices to appear in videos to promote the messages of the Together We 

Can campaign following discussions in the CPMG group. The group has also been used to 

gather feedback from primary care providers on regional campaigns before launching, such 

as the Leaving a Gap campaign. 

The CCG communications team no-longer manages direct communication with 

Calderdale’s CCG practices. Instead, the team supports the CCG’s primary care team in 

managing communication with member practices via email and dedicated Microsoft Teams 

channels.  

CCG Staff  

The CCG has introduced a hybrid working policy which sees colleagues work from home or 

office locations. The CCG has also been through an office move during the year.  

For the first half of the year, we continued with the arrangements introduced at the start of 

the pandemic, holding weekly 30 minute all staff briefings online called ‘Team Talk.’ This 

provides colleagues with an opportunity to hear the latest CCG news from members of the 

Senior Management Team and share news from their team and check-in with colleagues.   

Once a month we have also hold monthly ‘Staff Workshops,’ holding discussions on topics.  

We have seen an average of 70% of colleagues attending these sessions.  
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7: Photo of CCG staff picnic in the park event in the summer 2021  

As more colleagues are now in the office, we have reduced the frequency of Team Talk to 

fortnightly to support the natural flow of staff engagement enabled with face-to-face 

working.   

We continue to utilise MS Teams channels to reach staff and have ‘News Alerts’ where we 

publish key news about the organisation and our stakeholders. We post an average of 30 

news items a month which receive 30% engagement from staff. At the end of each week, 

we recap the news with a ‘Digest’ email linking to the stories that have been shared.  

The CCG’s Staff Forum ‘The Voice’ has had a key role to play in engaging with staff. This 

year they have arranged a picnic in the park event in the summer, launched an online 

feature introducing staff, and a ‘cheers from peers’ digital board where colleagues could 

thank each other.  
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4. Engagement and consultation activity 

 
When there are decisions to be made which affect how local health and care services are 

commissioned, we make sure we talk to people who will be most affected.  For those larger 

pieces of work we make sure the general public are made aware of any proposals so they 

too have the chance to have their say. We carry out one-off pieces of work as well as 

involving patients and the public on an on-going basis through the partnership 

arrangements we have in place with local people and communities.  

 
The report includes all engagement and consultations that has been undertaken and 

completed during 2021/22, including any that started before 1 April 2021, or that started 

during the period of this report, but are not yet completed. It also includes details of 

progress made on previous engagement and consultation activity. 

 
From all the insight we have collected since the CCG was established in 2013, the key 

themes emerging from what people have told us have remained the same, which are 

below: 

• Co-ordinated services working together to deliver integrated health and social care (from 

grass roots to community and hospital) 

• Continuity of good care and treatment  

• GP capacity to be increased 

• Improved communication, information and sign posting including NHS 111 

• Improved access to services with more flexibility and waiting times reduced  

• Increase funding and support for services such as mental health and autism 

• More involvement of ‘Voluntary and Community Sector’ in delivering services 

• More work on prevention and support to self-care 

• More services closer to home and single point of contact 

• The right staff in the right setting and training for staff including customer care and 

equality 



Page 30 of 108 
 

• The theme of ‘one size does not fit all’ is further strengthened particularly for children 

and young people, frail older people, diverse populations and mental health.    

• Workforce who represent the communities they serve  

 

Whilst the themes above have mostly remained the same, the last two years has seen 

everyone affected by the coronavirus pandemic.  This has had a direct impact on peoples 

health and has further exposed wider inequalities.  Communities have been 

disproportionately impacted directly and indirectly by COVID-19, such as Black Asian, and 

minority ethnic groups, disabled people, people living in deprivation and poverty and many 

more. 

 

A key priority during for the CCG during this time was to focus on Calderdale’s most 

underrepresented people and communities to ensure that we effectively communicated with 

people so that they were aware what was happening with health and care services, 

particularly given the pace of change in the way services were being delivered.  It was 

important for us to understand the views and experiences of people living in Calderdale of 

health and care services and the COVID-19 vaccine to ensure we could meet the needs of 

those most impacted by the pandemic to ensure health inequalities were not widened even 

more. 

From all the insight gathered it’s clear there are many mixed views and concerns about 

COVID-19 and the vaccines.   

 
Emerging themes from engagement in summer 2021 about health and care service during 

the pandemic were:  

• Quality of care  

• Access to services  

• Digital access  

• Communication between staff and patients  

 

You can download the full report here The-health-and-care-experiences-of-people-living-in-

Calderdale-during-the-Covid-19-outbreak.pdf (whitebearplatform.com) 

 

https://cdn.whitebearplatform.com/hwcalderdale/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/21144434/The-health-and-care-experiences-of-people-living-in-Calderdale-during-the-Covid-19-outbreak.pdf
https://cdn.whitebearplatform.com/hwcalderdale/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/21144434/The-health-and-care-experiences-of-people-living-in-Calderdale-during-the-Covid-19-outbreak.pdf
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Emerging themes from engagement with people about the vaccine were: 

• Overall, there were more people who said yes, they would be willing to have the vaccine 

when it was their turn or that they had already had the vaccine, than people who said 

they were unwilling or unsure about having it. Reasons for this people told us was ‘to 

protect themselves’ and others’ and ‘to end the pandemic and get back to normal’.  

 

• Of the people who said they were unsure about having the vaccine, this was mainly in 

the early stages of the engagement. Some people had concerns about the safety of the 

vaccine, as they felt it had been developed too quickly, and wanted to wait before 

making a decision about getting it. There were concerns around possible side effects or 

allergic reactions, and some people wanted to wait and see whether others experienced 

adverse effects from the vaccine before making their own decision. Some people said 

they wanted more information about the vaccine and presented in a way that they could 

understand. People wanted information from what they believed were a trusted source 

or from a ‘neutral’ source.  

 

• There was also lots of mistrust in the early stages of the engagement with myths and 

misinformation being circulated. People were suspicious of what ingredients were in the 

vaccines. But also questions about the objectivity of information provided and 

organisations who may have other agendas beyond that of the wellbeing of individuals. 

People said they wanted to do their own research before deciding. 

 

• Some of the barriers that people told us they were experiencing in order for them to 

have the COVID-19 vaccine were the need for a local vaccination centre that was 

accessible on foot or by public transport. Other practical barriers for people included 

travel, work, childcare, and other caring responsibilities. People told us they wanted to 

be vaccinated in their own community. Other barriers mentioned were health related 

issues such as concerns regarding allergic reaction to the vaccine, pre-existing health 

conditions or being ill on the day of the vaccination appointment. 

 

• Recurring themes throughout the engagement were concerns around the long-term 

effects of the vaccine on fertility, pregnancy and breastfeeding, and menstrual cycles. 

Some younger people didn’t feel the benefits of being vaccinated, they felt it outweighed 
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the risk of becoming seriously ill with COVID. People also wanted reassurance that the 

vaccine would protect them against emerging strains e.g., Delta, Omicron etc. People 

also told us they preferred a particular brand of vaccine. 

 

You can download the full report here Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-

understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-

vaccine (5).pdf 

 

Taking into account all insight the CCG has received from 2013 to 2022 the themes below 

remain important to people and communities in Calderdale:  

 

Access to services - whilst some people told us they benefited from services adapting to 

new virtual ways of working, for example people having video or phone appointments or 

booking appointments online, video calls to see loved ones in hospital or care homes, 

accessing their records online.  Others told us they felt not having face to face support had 

a negative impact on them or their loved ones and some felt more isolated as they were 

digitally excluded. People also told us that when they experienced barriers that they need 

services to be flexible and provide choice rather than a standard ‘one size fits all’ approach.  

 

Communication and information – people want improved and effective communication. 

Clear information given in a way that they understand and providing the right information at 

the right time in different formats, such as translated materials and access to language 

support. People also want to have the right support and information to be able to access the 

services’ they need.  

 

Support from services - people also want to have the right support and information to be 

able to access the services’ they need.  People told us they valued and relied on support 

from services that are delivered in their communities such as voluntary and community 

sector, community health teams. 

 

Continuity and quality of care – people want to feel safe and get the right treatment at the 

right time. Trained, skilled staff who are caring and compassionate and representative of 

the communities they serve.  People want to feel listened to and be involved in the planning 

file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-vaccine%20(5).pdf
file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-vaccine%20(5).pdf
file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-vaccine%20(5).pdf
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of their own care or the planning of a loved one / family member. People also want access 

to support at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Intelligence gathered from all engagement is invaluable to every area of the CCG. 

 

We will continue to gather insight from patients, carers, the public and staff and continue to 

collaborate through the ICB and Calderdale Cares Partnership locally with partners in 

planning and delivering action to address health inequalities, better listening to 

communities, and strengthening local accountability, deepening partnerships with local 

authorities and the voluntary and community sector. 
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5. Using insight to support commissioning decisions 

Every engagement and consultation delivered throughout the year provides more rich 

information and intelligence to support service development and design.  Prior to embarking 

on a piece of work to gather views, the CCG gather any existing patient experience and 

engagement information.   

 
By working through existing intelligence the CCG can identify key emerging themes and 

also identify where there are gaps. In addition we can also identify through the Equality 

Impact Assessment (EQIA) the communities we have already reached and need to reach, 

in line with our equality duties.  The information sources we use are: 

 

• Patient Advice and Liaison (PALS) queries  

• Reported Complaints 

• Friends and family test 

• Service specific experience of care 

• Websites such as Patient Opinion and Patient Choices 

• National and local surveys 

• Findings from any engagement/consultation activity 

 

The information we gather is saved in a format that allows for further interrogation. By 

looking at what we already know we can draw down information again and use it to support 

other service areas.  The data we hold not only allows us to draw on a wealth of intelligence 

but further assures our local population that their views are an important source of business 

intelligence. The CCG also equality monitors all activity ensuring the insight we have can be 

used to represent the views of a range of protected groups. 

 

Equality 

How we involve our communities is a key consideration for any engagement or 

consultation. We work with equality colleagues who tell us, who we need to involve to 

ensure services meet the needs of the local population.   
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As part of a two year action plan informed by the Equality Delivery System (EDS) our aim 

has been to improve our reach with a particular focus on certain groups or people who are 

currently under-represented. The CCG continue to build on the work we started in 2017/18.  

Our objectives were to: 

In 2018 - 2020 

• Actively work with LGBTQ networks and encourage a stronger voice for this sector by 

engaging organisations and networks that can help us to do this. 

• Actively involve young people aged between 12-25 years old to understand their 

experience of their local GP practice.  

In 2020 / 2022 

• Continue to deliver Engagement champions to our local community and to continually 

expand on the network of community experts to increase voice and representation. 

• Actively work with unpaid carer and BME networks to encourage a stronger voice for 

these sectors by engaging organisations and networks that can help us to do this. 

So far the work has helped us to improve our reach into the identified communities.  

 
As part of the equality objectives action plan for 2020-22 a composite report has been 

developed to present the findings of the work undertaken to improve the way that NHS 

Calderdale CCG engages with both unpaid carers, and people from Black, Asian and 

minority ethnic (BAME) communities. The report describes the background of the work 

undertaken, a baseline assessment of engagement with both groups, the work undertaken 

to understand how to improve engagement, and the proposal for how to better engage with 

these groups going forward 

As part of this work the CCG and VAC worked together to understand what the health and 

care system could do to better engage with carers. When speaking with unpaid carers 

about how the health and care system could better engage with them, it became evident 

that the pandemic had a significant impact on them. Carers told us that their circumstances 

had changed due to the pandemic, which meant that they had different priorities and 

sometimes less capacity to engage with the health and care system. The COVID-19 

pandemic also changed the way that health and care professionals were able to engage 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/equality-and-diversity/
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with unpaid carers due to restrictions around face-to-face contact.  For these reasons, we 

wanted to also understand the experiences of unpaid carers during the pandemic. 

A findings report has been produced with carers input and summarises the engagement, 

key themes, and recommendations from carers what health and care professionals could 

do to improve the way they engage with unpaid carers.   We returned to several groups to 

present the findings from this engagement and ensure that the carers involved felt their 

views and experiences and recommendations had been accurately captured and fairly 

represented. The report of findings has been shared with and will be reviewed by the 

Equality Objectives working group who will consider the next steps.   

 
You can find a copy of both reports and more about the equality objectives work on the 

CCG website here Improving engagement with specific equality groups including Black, 

Asian and Minority Ethnicity (BAME) communities, and unpaid carers - NHS Calderdale 

Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) (calderdaleccg.nhs.uk) 

 

As an organisation the equality agenda is critical to our success and is reinforced by 

ourvisions and values. We work to understand the communities we serve and make 

betterdecisions ensuring the services we plan and buy meet the needs of the population of 

Calderdale.  Calderdale Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) 2022 provides evidence of our 

compliance and demonstrates our commitment to equality and inclusion. 

 

  

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/improving-engagement-with-specific-equality-groups-including-black-asian-and-minority-ethnicity-bame-communities-and-unpaid-carers/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/improving-engagement-with-specific-equality-groups-including-black-asian-and-minority-ethnicity-bame-communities-and-unpaid-carers/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/improving-engagement-with-specific-equality-groups-including-black-asian-and-minority-ethnicity-bame-communities-and-unpaid-carers/
file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Calderdale-Public-Sector-Equality-Duty-2022.pdf
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6. Engagement and consultation activity April 2021 to March 2022 

We ask our partners, providers and staff in the CCG to help and support the CCG to 

produce the Patient and Public Engagement Annual Statement of Involvement each year by 

gathering information so we can report on all engagement and consultation activity that has 

taken place across Calderdale.  NHS Calderdale CCG is proud to be part of West Yorkshire 

Health and Care Partnershipsome activity described in this report is carried out across the 

wider region including Bradford District and Craven; Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds and 

Wakefield District. 

 

NB. Some of the evidence and further reading in this report links to NHS Calderdale Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG) website. The CCG will be abolished, and responsibilities 

transferred to the West Yorkshire Integrated Care Board (ICB), expected 1 July 2022. You 

are advised to download the information you require from the CCG’s website before it 

closes.  

 

NHS Calderdale CCG 

COVID-19 Vaccination Engagement 

 
April 2021 – March 2022 

 
NHS Calderdale CCG is the lead organisation coordinating the COVID-19 vaccination 

programme for Calderdale.  The purpose of the engagement was to gather views and 

experiences from people living in Calderdale about the COVID vaccine.  We wanted to give 

people the opportunity to help influence how we shape the vaccine delivery model in 

Calderdale and the messages we share; through understanding and learning what the 

public views are of the COVID vaccine and understanding any concerns.  This work is a 

collaborative approach with our partners including Healthwatch, Calderdale Council, and 

the voluntary and community sector. 

 

Who did we consult with and what did we ask?  

Phase two of this engagement was building on our understanding of what communities 

were telling us about the vaccine.  People had already told us what was worrying them, 
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including side effects, how the vaccines were tested / are they safe; whether they affect 

fertility and pregnancy; allergic reactions; how they work; how long they protect us and why 

young people with no health issues need them.  People also told us that work, transport 

and caring responsibilities might make it difficult for them to get vaccinated. 

 

We wanted to know more about this, but we also recognised that they might also have 

different worries and barriers to accessing the vaccine and what would help to overcome 

these worries or any barriers so that we could plan vaccination services better.  We wanted 

to make sure people have the information about the vaccines that they need in ways they 

understand and can use to make informed decisions.   

 

We did this through engagement which was more targeted to reach different groups of 

people such as working age adults, younger people (under 40) and children.   

A survey was designed for our local voluntary and community groups, social prescribers, 

and neighbourhood teams etc to enable more detailed conversations.  Over 300 

conversations were also captured by our Engagement Champions using the survey which 

asked further probing questions such as. 

• How far would you be willing and able to travel to get your vaccine?  

• People told us that work, transport and caring responsibilities might make it difficult for 

them to get vaccinated. If this is the case for you, please tell us more, e.g., what type of 

work you do: 

• Is there anything that would stop you getting your vaccine? 

 
A variety of other methods were also used to capture anecdotal feedback, such as.  

• Attending community meetings such as the Accessible Calderdale Disability Access 

Forum 

• Conversations with voluntary and community groups such as Calderdale Carers Project 

• Attending place-based street engagement meetings such as Park & Warley COVID co-

ordination group 

• Feedback from COVID Community Champions  

 

We also developed an anecdotal feedback form for people to capture any conversations, 

concerns or myths which were being fed back from our communities.  
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We also continued to collect experience of care from people who had received at least one 

dose of the vaccine.  The purpose of this survey was to highlight which parts of the 

vaccination process worked well, and what would have worked better to improve the 

experience for people. The survey was advertised through posters featuring QR codes in 

vaccination settings. Support was provided for patients at the pop-up clinic at St 

Augustine’s, through language support and a volunteer to complete the survey on the 

person’s behalf on a tablet. Questions included in this survey was: 

• How easy was it to travel to the vaccination centre? 

• Would you recommend this service/vaccination to your friends and family? 

• Did you feel confident and safe at the vaccination centre? 

 

What did they tell you?  

We continued to hear themes such as younger people wanted to weigh up the risks of 

being vaccinated vs not being vaccinated; concerns about the effect of the vaccine on 

fertility; around side effects; people not understanding the vaccine; how it works or what is 

in it, people believing the vaccine was developed too quickly to be safe; and some people 

not believing the vaccine exists. 

Other emerging themes that we heard were.  

• Carers told us they were worried about the people they care for if they hadn’t been 

offered the vaccine 

• Needing to make sure we catered for those who had additional needs and require 

reasonable adjustments or just need information in a different way 

• People told us they wanted to know more but sometimes struggle with how they receive 

information 

• People wanted to be vaccinated in their own communities such as pop ups / walk in 

clinics 

• Younger people told us they wanted one place to go for information and ask questions 

• Some people told us they wanted to wait before making a decision about getting the 

vaccine 

• People wanted to get their vaccine, but said work was a barrier to being able to go and 

get it  
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• Transport to vaccination appointments, not having their own transport and worried that 

taxis and public transport may be unsafe  

 

What did you do?  

Some of the things we did to address people’s concerns are below. 

 

• We provided information about the vaccine and people’s concerns in a range of different 

formats such as easy-read, different languages 

 

• We worked closely with trusted members within our communities such as our 

engagement champions, covid champions, community leaders who were able to have 

conversations in our communities and helped provide the right information about the 

vaccine 

 

• Housebound patients were offered the vaccine in their own homes 

 

• We recognised the importance of unpaid cares and made sure they were a priority to 

receive the vaccine.   Also offering them the vaccine at the same time as the person 

they care for 

 

• We worked with young people who developed resources to address the concerns that 

younger people had told us 

 

• We worked with chat health so that school aged children could ask questions or have a 

discussion about the vaccine with a medical professional via text 

 

• Delivered question and answer sessions for a range of people who had concerns about 

the vaccine. 

 

• We provided more pop-up vaccination clinics, in-particular to focus on tackling vaccine 

inequalities to improve the convenience of the vaccine being on people’s doorstep and 

working with trusted local community members. 
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We also continued to produce insight reports from all the feedback received to inform the 

delivery of our vaccine programme and to help create our communication messages and 

respond to people’s concerns. We also continued to map the intelligence that we gathered 

from all activity that took place and developed a video to share with the public.   

All insight reports and the video can be found on the CCGs website Understanding the 

views and experiences of people living in Calderdale of the COVID Vaccine - NHS 

Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) (calderdaleccg.nhs.uk) 

 

We continue to collect anecdotal feedback which continues to inform and shape future 

plans for the vaccine programme.   

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 

A report of the findings from the engagement Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-

understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-

vaccine (1).pdf  

If you would like further information on this work, please contact the CCG on 

CCG.FEEDBACK@calderdale.nhs.uk 

 

NHS Calderdale CCG 

Calderdale Open Minds Partnership 

 
April 2021 to March 2022 

 

Calderdale Open Minds Partnership (OMP) includes local authority, health, education, 

voluntary and third sector partners, parent carers, children & young people, and other 

stakeholders.  

 

Together we work as a cooperative to ensure Calderdale’s children and young people have 

access to the support and services they need. The name of this group is based on the 

name created by young people from the Tough Times campaign, back in 2015.  

 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/experience-covid-vaccination/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/experience-covid-vaccination/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/experience-covid-vaccination/
file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-vaccine%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-vaccine%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/jill.dufton/Downloads/Engagement-and-equality-findings-report-understanding-the-views-and-experiences-of-people-living-in-calderdale-of-the-covid-19-vaccine%20(1).pdf
mailto:CCG.FEEDBACK@calderdale.nhs.uk
http://www.openmindscalderdale.org.uk/
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Calderdale no longer delivers emotional wellbeing and mental health under the old ‘tiered’ 

Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHs) model, but via the Anna Freud 

Centre ‘Thrive’ model. This is a person-centred, whole system approach, where all partners 

believe responsibility for meeting the emotional wellbeing and mental health needs of needs 

of children and young people is everyone’s business. 

 

Who did you engage or consult on and what did you ask? 

The activity being reported on took place between April 21 to March 22, hearing the voices 

of children and young people, their families, and involving them in how services were 

delivered was more important than ever during the COVID-19 Pandemic.   

 

Children and young people are integral to the work carried out by the OMP, our relationship 

with children and young people and their families is paramount in helping to shape the work 

delivered by partners, attending OMP meetings and showcasing their own work.  

 

What did they tell you?  

Individuals and organisations across Calderdale worked with children, young people, and 

families to ensure they continued to have their voices heard.  

 

Children, young people, and families gave feedback on the services and resources they 

said they needed to help them be resilient and recover from the impact of COVID-19. 

 

What did you do?  

Young people worked with Open Minds Partnership partners to produce new emotional 

health and wellbeing resources on the Open Minds Calderdale web site  

 

The Tough Times reference group created a poster to promote services available for 

children and young people, widely promoted widely by partners. Other new resources 

developed included: how to manage concerns and anxieties about coronavirus and Worry 

Cards to support students concerned about returning to education after lockdowns.  
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Calderdale’s students, parents, and school staff worked with OMP and Healthy Futures 

partners to create bespoke return-to-school guides and other new resources for parent 

carers, such as on anxiety, low mood, anger, routines,  

 

Young people from the Tough Times Reference Group worked with the Open Minds 

(CAMHS) to develop their ‘Silvercloud’ service: a digital anxiety guided self-help 

programme that provides instantly accessible online Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) 

informed support for young people and parents/carers. 

 

They also attend quarterly meetings of the Open Minds Partnership, which has focused on 

issues such as: the impact of the Pandemic and disordered eating. A dedicated web space 

has been created to support collaboration among members of the Partnership, on the 

national NHS Futures platform.  

 

Members of the Calderdale Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Board were delighted to 

meet with young people in Autumn 2021, who discussed their experiences during the 

Pandemic and shared the work they’d produced to support other children and young people 

in Calderdale. 

 
 
Where can you find more information about this work? 

You can find out more at the following website Open minds in Calderdale 

(openmindscalderdale.org.uk) 

You can also see agenda and minutes from the Children and Young People's Scrutiny 

Board - Wednesday, 29th September, 2021 

 

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 

Listening to unpaid carers: the experiences of unpaid carers in Calderdale 

 
July 2021 and January 2022 

 

http://www.openmindscalderdale.org.uk/
http://www.openmindscalderdale.org.uk/
https://calderdale.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=230&Ver=4
https://calderdale.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=230&Ver=4
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As part of the CCGs equality objectives (see page 37) the CCG and VAC worked together 

to understand  

• What the health and care system could do to better engage with carers 

When speaking with unpaid carers about how the health and care system could better 

engage with them, it became evident that the pandemic had a significant impact on them. 

Carers told us that their circumstances had changed due to the pandemic, which meant that 

they had different priorities and sometimes less capacity to engage with the health and care 

system. The COVID-19 pandemic also changed the way that health and care professionals 

were able to engage with unpaid carers due to restrictions around face-to-face contact.  For 

these reasons, we wanted to also understand  

• The experiences of unpaid carers during the pandemic  

 
Who did we consult with and what did we ask?  

Between July 2021 and January 2022, we engaged with 35 unpaid carers living or receiving 

support through an organisation based in Calderdale. In addition, we heard from more than 

12 stakeholders such as VCSE organisations supporting carers, a local campaigner who 

supports parent carers and health and care professionals. 

Several groups of carers shared their views, including the following: 

• Dales Carers Group (carers for people with mental health needs) 

• Making Space Carers Support group (carers for people with mental health needs) 

• Making Space Sukoon Carers Group (South Asian ladies-only group, caring for people 

with mental health needs) 

• Carer Leads Network (carer representatives) 

• Alzheimer’s Society Virtual Dementia Carers Group (carers for people with dementia) 

• Memory Lane Café (carers for people with dementia and other conditions) 

• Lead the Way carers group (carers for people with learning disabilities) 

An evening focus group was held via Zoom for unpaid carers who were not part of an 

existing group, or had other daytime responsibilities, which was attended by carers of 

people with learning disabilities, carers of people with physical disabilities, and carers of 

people with other long-term conditions. The focus group was promoted through local VCSE 

networks, local news blogs, local radio, and on social media including Facebook and 
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Twitter. Feedback was also gathered from individual carers who couldn’t attend a meeting 

via telephone and email. 

 

A semi-structured approach was taken, encouraging carers to lead the discussions based 

on what they felt was important and their own experiences. Discussions were opened 

around carers’ experiences during the pandemic and how much they felt they were able to 

share their views and be listened to by health and care professionals.  

 

What did they tell us? 

 

Improving engagement with unpaid carers – the main theme was that carers do not feel 

that they are listened to. Carers told us they felt this was due to: 

• Some health and care professionals not being able to identify carers 

• Some health and care professionals not valuing carers as experts by experience 

• Carers not being asked for their views 

• Carers not being aware of ways they can share their views, e.g., Patient Participation 

Groups 

• Health and care professionals not communicating changes that have been made as a 

result of engagement with carers 

 

Experiences during the pandemic - key themes are below from what people carers told 

us during this engagement. 

• Carers told us they had to provide more care during the pandemic in comparison to 

before 

• Carers found it more difficult to access the right support and information than before as 

the pandemic presented additional barriers such as services closing, changing or not 

being open in person 

• Carers felt processes to access health and care services became longer and more 

complex, which put more pressure on their time 
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• Carers told us not having access to face-to-face support had a negative impact on them 

and the person they care for 

• Carers told us the additional burdens experienced during the pandemic had a negative 

impact on their wellbeing, and their families’ 

• Carers told us the things that helped most during the pandemic were peer-to-peer 

support, opportunities for breaks, and people who facilitated access to information and 

support. 

 

What did we do? 

A findings report was developed summarising this piece of engagement, key themes and 

recommendations were co-produced with carers on what health and care professionals 

could do to improve the way they engage with unpaid carers. 

 

We returned to several groups to present the findings from this engagement and ensure 

that the carers involved felt their views and experiences and recommendations had been 

accurately captured and fairly represented. 

 

The report of findings has been shared and will be reviewed by the Equality Objectives 

working group who will consider next steps.  And it has also been shared with NHS 

Calderdale CCG, and partners to also consider the insight and recommendations. 

 

The report will be shared with the Calderdale Carers Strategy group to consider how to take 

the insight and recommendations forward in the strategy and accompanying action plan. 

 

The report will be shared with Calderdale Involving People Network and individuals and 

groups who shared their views and experiences.  And, with people who have previously 

expressed an interest in the work around unpaid carers.  

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

The report can be found on the CCG website at the link below  
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https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/improving-engagement-with-specific-equality-

groups-including-black-asian-and-minority-ethnicity-bame-communities-and-unpaid-carers/  

 

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 

Equality Delivery System (EDS2) 

 
December 2021 

 

 

The Equality Delivery System (EDS2) is a tool designed to help NHS organisations, in 

partnership with local stakeholders, to review and improve their performance for individuals 

and groups protected by the Equality Act 2010, and to support them in meeting the Public 

Sector Equality Duty (PSED). 

 

The aim of the EDS2 is to embed equality into business practices and foster a culture of 

transparency and accountability in the CCG. It helps the CCG to review current equality 

performance and identify future priorities and actions, whilst also being a vehicle for 

continuous dialogue with local stakeholders. It also provides a mechanism for supporting 

the CCG to fulfil its requirements under the Equality Act 2010. 

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

Representatives from the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise Sector (VCSE) and 

public were invited to an event held on 7 December 2021.  A virtual half-day event where 

representatives from the VCSE assessed the performance of local healthcare organisations 

against the EDS2 criteria. 

 
What did they tell you?  

Participants agreed with the CCGs self-assessment and confirmed the grade for the Covid-

19 Vaccination Programme at Calderdale CCG as ‘Achieving’ overall. This means that the 

needs of people from most protected groups were considered as part of the Covid-19 

Vaccination rollout. 

 

The CCG received the following feedback and comments from those attending in relation to 

the EDS2 evidence: 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/improving-engagement-with-specific-equality-groups-including-black-asian-and-minority-ethnicity-bame-communities-and-unpaid-carers/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/improving-engagement-with-specific-equality-groups-including-black-asian-and-minority-ethnicity-bame-communities-and-unpaid-carers/
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• Disabled people have been isolated during the pandemic and those who are digitally 

excluded have been even more isolated. 

• The presentation focused on the positive stuff – it would have been better to have more 

balance and transparency about what went wrong and how the CCG responded. 

• Collaboration and working in partnership are a real strength in Calderdale. 

• The voluntary and community sectors have a well-earned place at the table and feel 

valued and listened to 

 

What did you do?  

The feedback from the EDS2 session will be used to build on and strengthen the work we 

are already doing with partners in the voluntary and community sectors. Each partner 

organisation will formulate their own action plan, based on the comments and 

recommendations from participants. 

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

 

EDS2 reports can be found on the CCG website at the link below 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/equality-and-diversity/  

 

NHS Calderdale CCG 

Homeless People’s experiences of using health services and barriers in accessing 

them  

 
July - October 2021 

 
Who did you engage or consult on and what did you ask? 

 

Between July and October 2021, 75 interviews were carried out by Groundswell Research 

with people experiencing homelessness in Calderdale, Kirklees, and Wakefield. The 

majority of these interviews were conducted by researchers with lived experience of 

homelessness and were designed to explore experiences of using health services and 

barriers to accessing them. The research was aimed at creating a better understanding of 

health inequalities in order to create a local-level action plan for eradicating the barriers 

identified. 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/equality-and-diversity/
https://groundswell.org.uk/
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We asked them about their experiences of accessing and using specific health services and 

about their overall feelings about health care.  

 

Because of COVID restrictions, we planned to carry out all the interviews by phone but, as 

restrictions eased, it became possible to meet participants face-to-face. In total, about two 

thirds of the interviews were conducted in person. Interviews generally ranged from about 

20 minutes long to well over an hour. 

 
We asked participants to give a rating out of 10 for each of the health services we asked 

them about. So that we could better understand when issues and barriers were brought on 

by the unique circumstances of the pandemic and when they were ongoing problems that 

had already existed, we also asked them to give ratings out of 10 for their experiences from 

before the pandemic. 

 
Statistical analysis of responses to survey questions was carried out alongside thematic 

analysis of interview transcripts. Using these two methods together enabled interpretations 

of statistical data that were informed by explanations and elaborations given by participants 

in their own words. 

What did they tell you?  

 

The key findings from the report are below. 

 

• Prioritising health: Financial barriers and the stresses of homelessness often 

prevented health needs from being met. A lack of access to nutritious food worsened 

existing health conditions (although this was less so in Calderdale). 

 

• The effects of the pandemic on relationships with GPs: The frequent need to 

change GPs when insecurely housed, coupled with restrictions on face-to-face 

appointments, made establishing trusting relationships with GPs difficult for many. 

Those who had maintained long-term relationships with an individual doctor reported the 

most positive experiences. 
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• Patient-led treatment: Feeling listened to and involved in treatment were highly valued. 

Many participants felt uninformed about treatment, test results and diagnoses, resulting 

in feelings of disconnection and disempowerment. 

 

• Positive relationships with pharmacies: Consistent relationships with pharmacy staff 

were sustained throughout the pandemic and were highly praised, particularly for their 

non-judgemental attitudes and personalised advice. 

• Stigma of drug and alcohol dependencies: Accident and Emergency units and GPs 

were often identified as exhibiting discriminatory behaviour towards those with addiction 

issues. 

 

• Addiction as a barrier to accessing mental health services: Participants 

experiencing drug and alcohol dependency were less likely than others to successfully 

access mental health services. They felt that GPs and mental health services often 

misunderstood the relationship between mental health and addiction. 

 

• GPs and access to mental health services: Expectations of GPs’ role in referring to 

mental health services were high. These expectations not being met sometimes led to a 

loss of faith in the NHS and a consequent disengagement from services. In turn, this led 

to a worsening of physical health conditions. 

 

• Unmet mental health needs leading to homelessness: Around half of participants 

thought that their homelessness could have been prevented if their health needs had 

been better met beforehand. Women were twice as likely as men to believe this. Unmet 

mental health needs were almost exclusively discussed. 

 

• Access to dentistry: A lack of information about access, and the challenge of 

remaining registered while homeless, meant that few participants had seen a dentist in 

the previous year despite a clear need to do so.  

 

• Praise for specialist homeless services and peer support: Dedicated health 

outreach services, especially in homeless day centres, and support from people with 
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lived experience of homelessness and addiction were positively regarded by those who 

had experienced them. 

 

What did you do?  

 

The report is yet to be published and there is an action planning session planned for March 

2022.  

 

However, the draft report has already influenced the CCG’s commissioning arrangements 

and links with the actions from the “Burnt Bridges?” Safeguarding Adult Review. We plan to 

share the learning across the health system.    

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

 
More information and the final report can be found on the groundswell website 

(groundswell.org.uk) and in the links below:  

Health Now West Yorkshire Report: Understanding homeless health inequality in 

Calderdale, Kirklees and Wakefield  

 

Dan Bleksley on our new health now report on health inequalities in West Yorkshire 

 

NHS Calderdale CCG 

Increasing Access to Physical Health Checks for People on the Severe Mental Illness 

(SMI) Register 

 

Who did you engage or consult with and what did you ask? 

The stakeholders were primarily people in Calderdale with lived experience of mental health 

conditions/ on the severe mental illness register. The make-up of the core ‘design group’ 

has fluctuated slightly over the year but has consisted of working age adults and has 

predominantly been people from a Black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds. The focus 

of the group was nominally increasing uptake in annual physical health checks for people 

on the SMI register, though the group has also produced substantial insights into wider 

access to services, health inequalities, social prescribing, and vaccinations.  

https://groundswell.org.uk/
https://groundswell.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/HealthNow-West-Yorkshire-Report.pdf
https://groundswell.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/HealthNow-West-Yorkshire-Report.pdf
https://groundswell.org.uk/2022/dan-bleksley-on-our-new-healthnow-report-on-health-inequalities-in-west-yorkshire/
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The engagement was establishing an ongoing forum conversation, meeting every two 

weeks with a skilled facilitator from Cloverleaf Advocacy and a representative from the 

Calderdale Creativity & Health Programme (hosted by SWYPFT), with other invited 

participants where necessary (including illustrator, video artist etc.). The group has, from 

the beginning, been positioned as a ‘design group’ and this has underlined that we were 

seeking (and achieved) not consultation or involvement, but genuine co-design.  Whilst 

there were items for the agenda and some structured questions, the forum was open for 

those in the group to lead and steer the sessions and discussions how they wanted. 

Everybody in the group (and we include facilitators and professional representatives within 

‘the group’) spoke openly and honestly, drawing on personal and lived experience, sharing 

vulnerabilities, and creating a compassionate space. 

 

We would let the discussion flow naturally, but obviously would direct questions: these 

would range from quite open ended questions ‘what is your experience of letters or 

correspondence form your GP surgery?’, ‘what do you know about social prescribing?’ to 

more specific questions about use of language in letters and documents and what a film to 

raise awareness about physical health checks should look like and who should be in it. 

 

What did they tell you? 

 
What became clear is that not only did our project and connected services benefit from the 

engagement and co-design, but the group all stated benefits to their confidence, wellbeing, 

and sense of purpose. 

 
What people told us about the current approach  

• People would not know what a health check was – and the current letters didn’t tell them 

• People would be anxious about a health check if they didn’t understand what it was 

• If letters appeared intimidating people wouldn’t respond, and even if the envelope 

looked intimidating, that the letter wouldn’t be opened 

 

What people told us should be included 

• Illustrating the information and invitation letter would make it seem more welcoming and 

less intimidating 
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• What illustrations we should have – they selected the artist and produced a brief for the 

illustrations 

• What language we should use and how the invitation letter and new information packs 

should be written 

• Produced new information packs for people on the SMI register around Covid 

Vaccinations 

• About their challenges accessing services and the importance of language use and how 

perceptions of and responses to people with mental health conditions, or who seemed 

different significantly affected how they felt about accessing services 

• How a health action plan as something they took away from the health check was 

important – and what that health action plan should include 

• Produced top tips for GPs and a list of reasonable adjustments to make access to 

services easier for people with mental health conditions. 

• Suggested film/ video as a good means of communication and then produced the vision 

and brief for 4 short films 

• Produced recommendations around accessibility/ languages for information packs and 

films. 

 

We asked the group how they felt about the group, about the process and what we have 

been able to do.  One member said that being part of the group had really helped their 

mental stability and that seeing the results of group through the changes implemented, 

made them feel like they were making a positive contribution and gave them a good sense 

of purpose. 

 

“This group gives me the confidence to express my views and experience when contacting 

GP. It’s good to hear from others as well about their experience. You feel like you have 

been given value”  

 

“This group has been very helpful. I have learned and picked lots of things and came to 

know through this group my rights in regard to health and made me aware of the help and 

support loke a social prescriber, which as a sufferer of post-traumatic stress disorder and 

obsessive-compulsive disorder and disability. I never heard of a social prescriber, it really 

motivated me to speak and felt heard for the very first time.” 
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What did you do? 

• Reported all findings back to services partners such as Calderdale CCG, Primary Care 

Networks, Local Authority and South West Yorkshire Partnership Foundation Trust  

• Replaced existing documentation with new co-produced invitation letters and info packs 

on SystmOne and EMIS (digital platforms where patients can access their records) 

• Produced ‘top’ tips for GPs 

• Commissioned and artist/ illustrator as selected by the group to make envelopes/ letters 

appear more inviting/ less intimidating 

• Commissioned film artists to respond to the brief prepared by the group 

• Rolled out an interim health action plan approach and implemented a process to co-

produce a new health action plan 

 

Where you can find out more info about this work?  

The work is ongoing, a final report will then be developed.  
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Calderdale Council 

Children and Young People’s Emotional Health & Wellbeing Parents and Carers 

Survey  

 
February 2021 – October 2021 

 

Who did you engage or consult with and what did you ask? 

 

The 2021 parents and carers survey about their children’s emotional health and wellbeing 

gathered 1,078 feelings, views, and thoughts over a 6-week period. It was launched on the 

1st of February 2021, which was also the first day of Children’s Mental Health Awareness 

Week 2021.The survey asked parents and carers to share their experiences and views 

anonymously on their children’s emotional health and wellbeing and the local support 

services that their child may have used.  

 
The survey was distributed in a variety of ways to reach as many parents and carers as 

possible, which included the use of social media platforms such as Facebook, electronic 

bulletins such as the schools messaging service and the monthly Emotional Health and 

Wellbeing 5 Key Updates. Schools and voluntary and community sector services such as 

Family Voice Calderdale played a vital role in sharing the online link with parents and carers 

they are in contact with. Whilst this survey was live, Calderdale were in a local lockdown 

with schools and services communicating with parents and carers via their online means.  

 
In total the survey asked 13 questions around knowledge and understanding of emotional 

health and wellbeing, have they accessed services which provide emotional health and 

wellbeing support and where to find information and advice or where to go to get help and 

support.  Parents and carers whose child hadn’t used a support service, answered 9 

questions. To help collate the answers the questions asked were closed, so parents and 

carers could answer by placing a tick in the tick-box that was most relevant to them and 

their child/young person. The survey also allowed parents and carers to select more than 

one option on some of the questions and skip ones that were not applicable. There was 

also an option to ‘tell us more information’ if they wanted to.  
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What did they tell you? 

 
The survey results indicate that the majority of parents and carers feel either comfortable, 

or very comfortable talking to their child about emotional health and wellbeing. However, 

there were a small number that said they felt uncomfortable, or very uncomfortable.  

 

Children and young people said that they are most likely to go to a parent or carer when 

they need help or someone to talk to about their mental health.  

 

Parents and carers said they would feel more comfortable and gain more knowledge and 

understanding on children’s emotional health and wellbeing if they had access to age-

appropriate tips. And that they would like clear signposting where to find support for their 

children.  

 
The majority of parents and carers who took part in this survey said they would look online 

for support for their child’s emotional health and wellbeing, followed by a GP or teacher.  

 

What did you do? 

 
The report has been shared with parents and carers, schools, service providers in 

Calderdale, and the Open Minds Partnership and will be posted on the Open Minds 

Calderdale website in the parents and carers section.  And the following recommendations 

have been made. 

• For the Open Minds Partnership to launch a publicity campaign to promote the Open 

Minds Calderdale website. This website provides advice, information, support and 

signposting on local and national emotional health and wellbeing services that help 

children, young people and families who are going through a difficult time. 

 

• For the Open Minds Partnership to look and respond to the comments made by parents 

and carers who identified that their child faced a barrier in accessing services due to 

their special educational need and/or disability. 

 

• For the Open Minds Partnership to establish a small task and finish group to look at key 

themes and develop an action plan to address the areas raised by parents and carers. 
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Where can you find more information about this work?  
 
A report of the findings from the engagement process was produced in October 2021 This 

report can be found on open minds website: www.openmindscalderdale.org.uk in the 

parents and carers section.   

 

Calderdale Council (in partnership the Calderdale CCG) 

Older peoples care home engagement  

 
November 2021 – February 2022 

 

The overall aim for this of piece of engagement work was to ensure that people from 

Calderdale’s older people’s community had an opportunity to participate in a meaningful 

way on Calderdale’s older people’s care home model that comes into effect on the 1st of 

October 2022. This model will be designed around the needs of older people aged 65+ who 

live in a Calderdale residential or nursing home which provides safe and personalised care, 

promotes choice, dignity, control, and quality of life for all residents. 

 

Who did you engage or consult with and what did you ask? 

We wanted to hear from people who live, work, are a relative/friend or are a health and 

social care professional, connected to an older people’s care home to help  

influence how care home provision and services are shaped through learning and listening 

to their views and experiences, so we understand what really matters to them  

the following themes  

• Safe  

• Effective  

• Caring  

• Responsive  

• Well-led 

 
Four individual surveys were co-produced with experts by experience. This included 5 

relatives of individuals who currently live in a care home, an experienced Social Worker, 

and 2 members of recently retired Care Home staff with years of experience in local care 

homes across Calderdale. 

http://www.openmindscalderdale.org.uk/
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Due to restrictions around the ways, we were able to work during this period of the 

pandemic, we had a limited scope to engage with people using face-to-face methods. 

Although we used a range of methods to collect feedback, we recognise and acknowledge 

the challenges and barriers of reaching people and every effort was made to ensure we 

engaged with all our communities and ensured a wide range of representative views. 

 

Clear communication channels were formed through simple, accessible messages using a 

variety of approaches. These approaches included: emails, phone calls, social media posts 

for the use of multi social media channels, publicity for service bulletins and newsletters, 

and attendance from the Commissioning Engagement Officer to online team meetings and 

Care Home Managers forums. An offer to hold separate digital or face to face focus groups 

for all four targeted audiences was also given but wasn’t taken up during the period of time 

when the engagement was live. 

 

What did they tell you? 

 
Residents told us:  

• 100% of residents feel safe 

• 82% feel happy where they live 

• 94% get their support and care needs met 

• 53% spend their time doing things they enjoy  

• 65% feel involved in decisions about their life 

 

Relatives and friends told us:  

• 89% feel their relative/friend is safe 

• 82% feel their relative/friend is happy where they live 

• 90% feel their relative/friends support, and care needs are met  

• 58% feel their relative/friend spends time doing the things that they enjoy 

• 63% feel their relative/friend is involved in decisions about their life 

  

Care home staff told us:  

• 92% feel supported by their management 

• 88% feel they contribute to decisions in work  
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• 92% have job satisfaction 

• 94% feel they encourage residents to spend time doing what they enjoy 

• 100% feel they go the extra mile to make the residents feel worthy and important 

 

Health and social care staff told us: 

• 31% felt that in the main residents are encouraged to be active and keep moving 

• 94% felt that they have a good relationship with the manager 

• 81% felt that in the main residents’ individual needs are met 

• 31% feel that in the main residents are encouraged to spend time doing what they enjoy 

• 69% feel that in the main residents are involved in decisions being made about their 

own life as much they can be 

 

 
What did you do? 

 
The report has been shared with the Care Homes Commissioning Workstream and Care 

Homes Programme Board and distributed across all Calderdale older people’s care homes 

and Health and Social Care staff.  

 

Key findings have been considered and improvements made where required to the older 

people’s care homes service specification. This will be part of the terms and conditions of 

the contract that care home providers must meet in the future.  

 

Where can you find more information about this work?  
 
A report of the findings from the engagement process was produced in February 2022. You 

can finds more information at the following link 

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/health-and-social-care/residential-and-nursing-

care/older-peoples-care-homes-consultation  

  

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/health-and-social-care/residential-and-nursing-care/older-peoples-care-homes-consultation
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/health-and-social-care/residential-and-nursing-care/older-peoples-care-homes-consultation
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Calderdale and Huddersfield Foundation Trust (CHFT)  

Rainbow Child Development Unit 

Summer 2021 - Ongoing 

 

Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust is in the process of going through 

reconfiguration to improve the services provided to patients.  

 

To support the build of a new Emergency Department, the Rainbow Child Development 

Centre project team was established to scope and develop options for the service to 

relocate from Calderdale Hospital. 

 

The project team identified the options for accommodation available to the service and 

completed an options appraisal. This is where each option is assessed against certain 

criteria to make sure the accommodation meets the service needs. The criteria we 

assessed against was: 

 

• Able to deliver the full scope of the Child Development Service from a Community based 

facility. 

• Improves the patient experience by enhancing the model of care to provide space for 

Specialist Nursing and Community Therapy team to be co-located in this shared 

accommodation. 

• Improves the accessibility for families and the environment for colleagues and families 

• Enables the continued delivery of services while identifying an estate option available in 

the required timescales, enabling the delivery of the defined scope of services in a 

timely way to meet the requirements of the service 

• Is affordable 

 

Following the options appraisal presented to the Trust Board, a building has been located in 

Elland (Clock House).  Work has yet to commence on the inside of the building to make it fit 

for the service and for the needs of patients and families. The expected move date is 

between summer and autumn 2022. 
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Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

 

The Rainbow Child Development Centre project team recognised engaging as many 

stakeholders as possible was key to locating the next best location for the service. The key 

stakeholders identified were local children and families who access the service, as well as 

staff members who work within the service and across the directorate. 

 

Various methods are being used to engage patients: 

 

• Social media – a Facebook page has been established and it supported by the Trust 

lead for communication 

• Face-to-face engagement – children and families are being approached when attending 

the current service and some children and families have supported with onsite visits to 

the new building 

• A letter was sent to all families currently under the service explaining the move and 

inviting children and families to put forward their views and ideas 

• A survey asking children and families for view and ideas  

 

We have been asking children and their families about: 

 

• How they feel about the service moving to Elland 

• Their ideas and what is important to them about the design of the building 

• Any queries, questions or concerns they have about the move 

 

What did they tell you?  

Some of the themes of what people told us are below. 

• The children and young people informed the team they did not want too many grey 

colours but did not want the unit to be colourful, with too many colours. Alterations were 

made to the design to accommodate this and strike a balance between colours 

• The need for good car parking and access that supports children and young people with 

disabilities (e.g., access which supports vehicle height). Dedicated disabled car parking 

spaces are required (there are 5 dedicated spaces at the front of the building) 

• To make the environment feel homely and peaceful 
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• Close transport links and services 

• In terms of service adaptations, the children and young people engaged would like 

group sessions to improve support amongst peers 

• The children and young people engaged would like the potential to access other 

services in the same building (a ‘one stop shop’) 

• There was focus on ensuring we get the transition process from children and young 

people’s services to adult services right, particularly for those with disabilities 

 

What did you do?  

• We are ensuring the interior is colourful to the right extent and suitable for all age groups 

from 0-16 

• Ensuring we have adequate parking for people with disabilities. There is an option to 

explore further parking with the landlord should it be required 

• The new accommodation has close transport links from both Calderdale and 

Huddersfield with a bus stop outside the building. 

• Other services will be co-located in the same building including Specialist Nursing and 

Community Therapy. 

• Group sessions were in place but ceased during the pandemic and will restart once the 

service has moved to the new accommodation 

• Service users have visited the site to help develop the transition process from children 

and young people’s services to adult services right, particularly for those with disabilities 

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 
 

• CHFT Transformation Programme Board and Kirklees Local Authority Health and Adult 

Social Care Scrutiny Panel have received presentations about the work and meetings 

tool place in July 2021. Papers are not available in the public domain.  

• You can find out more about the Rainbow Child Development Centre by contacting the 

Clinical Nurse Manager, Katie Booth, at Katie.Booth@cht.nhs.uk or liking the Facebook 

page www.facebook.com/CHFTRainbow/ 

 
 
  

mailto:Katie.Booth@cht.nhs.uk
http://www.facebook.com/CHFTRainbow/
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South West Yorkshire Partnership Foundation Trust (SWYPFT)  

Reset and recovery 

 
January to March 2022 

As the Trust start to think about recovering services impacted by the pandemic a Trust wide 

survey to capture views across all service areas in Barnsley, Calderdale, Kirklees, and 

Wakefield has taken place. 

The Trust is starting to use the best of the past and the learning from Covid 19 to 

continuously improve our services safely. This approach includes service user, carer, 

communities and staff involvement and a Trust wide approach to capture feedback.  

The Trust want to continue to provide effective service and enable staff to work effectively 

using learning from previous ways of working and different ways of working during the 

covid19 pandemic.  

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

 

The Trust have rolled out an involvement approach to capture the voice and views of 

service users, carers, and families as well as staff. The approach includes an online and 

paper survey – including easy read version and translation/accessible formats on request. 

The approach is supported by a conversation or focus groups approach which includes key 

lines of enquiry on four key aspects of our Trust. These are: 

• Working effectively – work force only  

• Delivering services that are effective – people who use services only 

• Estates and the built environment 

• Digital 

 

In addition to these lines of enquiry equality monitoring information is also gathered to help 

make sure those responding are representative of protected characteristics and the local 

population we serve. The Trust are working closely with Voluntary and community sector 

colleagues (VCS) and Healthwatch in each local area to capture feedback.  
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What did they tell you?  

The survey and capturing feedback will close on 31st March 2022 but the insight and data 

has already been used and reviewed to support the Trust move forward with a number of 

key areas of work. The feedback we have received to date represents 600 views with 

equally as many staff and service users sharing insight and intelligence. This is what we 

know so far:     

Staff have told us:  

• That services have managed to identify solutions to support people who use services 

• We need to consider future use of our estates to ensure services improve and can 

continue if restrictions remain  

• That digital was a good solution for some, but that face to face remained the key way to 

contact people who use services 

• That home working or a blended approach to working, is working well for most staff 

• That the pandemic has had a negative impact on some staff and how they work 

• That staff are now used to the technology they are using but there are still some gaps in 

equipment i.e., having access to a printer 

 

People who use services have told us:  

• That over half of those responding have still found it easy, very easy or that there has 

been no change to getting an appointment.  

• That well over half those responding stated we did not contact them as frequently as we 

had before 

• That the care people received had been impacted by the pandemic in terms of making a 

difference and helping people reach their goals 

• People highlighted what still worked well as: 

o Caring staff, listening and compassionate, professional  

o Service local to home  

o Being seen regularly 

o Helpful information during the pandemic and good sign posting  

o Still supported me despite challenges  

o Flexible appointments  
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o Being treated as an individual  

• People highlighted the improvements as: 

o Access to therapy   

o More group support  

o Improvements in communication 

o Not being listened to and more regular contact 

o Support for carers 

o Seeing the same person – consistency and staffing levels 

o Aftercare following discharge 

o More face-to-face contact  

 

What did you do?  

 

The feedback from the engagement has already been used to support improvements in the 

Trust. These improvements include: 

 

• Informing the development of a future Trust estate strategy 

• Informing the hybrid working approach for staff  

• Informing individual services who are progressing to recover services 

• Informing the Trust digital internal audit 

 

The feedback will continue to be used by the Trust to inform service restoration and 

improvements throughout the forthcoming year at both a service and strategic level. 

Equality monitoring of responses will ensure that we consider the voice and views of our 

diverse population and any specific equality considerations will be pulled out.  

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

An engagement report will be available in Spring and published on the Trust website: 

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/getinvolved  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/getinvolved
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South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Trust (SWYPFT)  

Equality Delivery System 2 (EDS2) 

January 2022 

 

As part our responsibility to ensure we maintain our legal obligations for equality, the Trust 

completes an annual process called the ‘Equality Delivery System 2’ or ‘EDS2’ to assess 

how well we are doing in maintain our equality duties.  

 
The Trust has an annual responsibility to deliver EDS2 through a process of involvement 

which captures the voice and views of both staff, people who use services and stakeholders 

on how well we are doing in meeting our equality duty.   

The Equality Delivery System (EDS) was commissioned by the national Equality and 

Diversity Council in 2010 and launched in July 2011. A refreshed EDS known as EDS2 was 

made available in November 2013. 

The main purpose of the EDS2 was to: 

• Help local NHS organisations, in discussion with local partners including local 

populations, to review and improve their performance for people with characteristics 

protected by the Equality Act 2010. 

• Help provide better working environments, free of discrimination, for those who work in 

the NHS. 

• Assist NHS organisations to deliver on the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) 

 
EDS2 requires the Trust to engage with both its staff and key stakeholders to identify an 

overall grading based on a set of indicators.  The theme for people who use our services 

and key stakeholders for 2021/2022 was focussed on how well the Trust ensured the 

‘provision and restoration of mental health services during the pandemic’ for all protected 

groups.  The process for involving staff includes asking a consistent set of questions each 

year that can be used to identify our progress, these are not reported in this summary.     

 
Who did you consult with and what did you ask?  

 
Two digital involvement workshops with Trust service users, carers, staff, and external 

stakeholders including Healthwatch for each “place” were run in January 2022.  These had 
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been delayed due to Covid and should have taken place prior to April 2021 to support the 

forthcoming year.  

 

The theme for 2021/2022 EDS2 was the ‘The provision and restoration of mental health 

services during the pandemic’. Panel members were recruited for the workshops from: 

• People who use our services including carers, friends, and families 

• Members and governors 

• Trust volunteers 

• Third sector organisations– using our community mapping of over 200+ 

• Recovery colleges, Spirit in Mind and Creative Mind 

• Healthwatch 

 

Prior to the workshops a desktop review of all the insight and data captured over the past 

18 months was broken down into key themes for each of the protected groups, including 

carers.  

This insight from partners such as Healthwatch, complaints, compliments, friends and 

family feedback, NHS Choices and Care Opinion provided further information and insight as 

to how well we had done over the past year. This information alongside examples of work 

the Trust had done over the year was then recorded and presented on slides, this included: 

• Using the findings from the Trust ‘reset and recovery service user survey’ which asked 

questions relating to how effective services were during this period, including digital 

access and estates.    

• Pulling together examples of work for each protected group demonstrating the work that 

had taken place to address inequalities and differential impacts for protected groups 

during this time. 

 

Workshops members were invited to listen to the Trust’s evidence and score our progress 

using an EDS2 grading framework and provide comment.  For those unable to attend the 

digital workshops, the same information was shared directly, and participants were asked to 

grade using a format that was inclusive such as postal or verbal.  The scores from all 

approaches were combined to create an overall final grading. 
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What did they tell you?  

  

The feedback from those people who use services and stakeholders is set out below:   

Goal 1: From those responding we asked people to tell us how well they thought we had 

done to achieve better health outcomes during the pandemic.  77% of those who attended 

the two workshops graded the Trust on this question as Excelling/Achieving.   

 

 
Goal 2: The Trust then asked how well people think we did to improve patient experience of 

services during the pandemic.  67% of those who attended the workshop graded the Trust 

at Excelling and Achieving grade. 

 

The Trust then asked people to provide an overall grade for both Goals 1 and 2 overall.  

From all those attending 80% stated the Trust were Achieving/Excelling  

 

 
What did we do? 
 
As EDS2 is a combined score of all goals including staff, a panel of members representing 

the Trust Equality, Inclusion and Involvement Committee (EIIC) were pulled together to 

hear the evidence from both the staff survey and workshops.    

 

An agreed overall grading based on a Trust self-assessment of all the evidence resulted in 

an overall grade of ‘Achieving’. This means that the Trust has achieved in its duty to 

support people from most protected groups during the pandemic. 

 

A report of findings on the evidence gathered during 2021/2022 to support EDS2 and 

examples of case studies and stories has been complied and submitted as evidence to 

NHSE England/Improvement and is available on the Trust website. 

 

Any areas for improvement identified throughout this process have now been included in 

the Trust wide action plan for equality.  This will ensure that any learning on further 

improvements will be addressed.      
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Where can you find more information about this work? 
 
To find out more about EDS2 and the evidence gathered, including stories is now available 

on the Trust website.  Go to: How well are we doing? - South West Yorkshire Partnership 

NHS Foundation Trust  

 

South West Yorkshire Partnership Foundation Trust (SWYPFT)  

Choose well for mental health – a guide for adults 

 
November – December 2021 

The Trust launched and created a new guide and campaign to help people in Barnsley, 

Calderdale, Kirklees and Wakefield to ‘choose well’ when looking after their mental health 

and wellbeing. 

Information and support around mental health and wellbeing can sometimes be difficult to 

find, conflicting or even out of date; often leading to people being unsure about where to go 

for help, or what information they can trust. We created the ‘choose well for mental health’ 

guide to pull information together into one trusted place to help with these challenges. 

Based on the national NHS ‘choose well’ campaign – which historically focuses on physical 

health – the guide showcases examples of how a person may be feeling alongside support 

available in these different circumstances. 

The Trust is one of the first Trusts nationally to develop a ‘choose well’ guide which focuses 

solely on mental health and wellbeing. 

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

 
The guide was produced collaboratively with a broad range of stakeholders including: 

• People with a lived experience of mental health  

• Families and carers 

• Trust staff including clinicians 

• Voluntary and community sector  

• Local authorities and COVID-19 response hubs 

• Acute hospitals 

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/get-involved/equality-and-involvement/equality-diversity-and-inclusion/how-well-are-we-doing/
https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/get-involved/equality-and-involvement/equality-diversity-and-inclusion/how-well-are-we-doing/
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• Police 

• Housing associations 

• Fire and rescue 

• Clinical commissioning groups (CCG) 

• MPs  

To begin creating the guide, the Trust communications team worked with Trust and other 

local clinicians such as GPs and A&E staff, to map out what mental health and wellbeing 

services were available and the different thresholds/concerns for each service. This was a 

lengthy process which saw us join different clinical groups to present the guide and make 

sure it was clinically accurate. 

We then worked with our equality and engagement team to set up a virtual focus group with 

patients, carers, families and VCSE representatives to run through the draft guide. 

Questions asked during the group included: 

• What you think of the language and wording in the guide? 

• Is the information clear and easy to understand? 

• Is there anything missing from the guide or anything you could think of to improve it? 

Equality monitoring information was also gathered to help make sure the focus group was 

representative of protected characteristics and the local population we serve. 

 
What did they tell you?  

 
As the guide was developed with a broad range of stakeholders and because a number of 

conversations took place the key areas for consideration from these conversations are set 

out below.  People told us: 

• That the guide needed to be a one stop guide to support 

• The guide needed to be visual, clear, and easy to understand 

• Plain language needed to be used 

• That the information needed to be in different formats 

• That service explanations needed to describe entry points  

• People needed to know what they could expect from each service 

• The information needed to fit with the regional, national, and local picture   
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We received invaluable feedback from the group, which saw us change the language used 

in the guide alongside making additions to the guide such as a tear out crisis page to help 

people plan for a mental health crisis or emergency. 

Specific quotes from patients/service users involved in the group included: 

• “Thank you for taking such care over the leaflet and making it work for us, it means a lot 

that the Trust are putting their money where their mouth is in getting this leaflet right.” 

• “I think it is a really helpful, positive leaflet that I would definitely use and would pass on 

to fellow service users.” 

What did you do?  

The updated guide was created and then launched across print and digital channels, and a 

toolkit featuring a news article, social media assets and the guide was shared with partner 

and community organisations to help them share the guide with people they work with. Our 

chief executive also wrote out to local MPs to share the guide and toolkit. 

To date the guide has been embraced by partners such as South Yorkshire Police for 

example who rolled this out to community police officers in Barnsley. Key feedback from 

partners has included: 

• “Thank you so much for the information and it will be incredibly useful for all our staff 

delivering to vulnerable people within our communities” – West Yorkshire Fire and 

Rescue  

• “This will be a massive step forward and a real help for those who are unwell and those 

who care for them. It will not only help them identify problems early but then point them 

in the right direction” – Kirklees VCSE 

• “This is an excellent document, very clear, easy to read and understand” – Wakefield 

CCG. 

 

The guide has also been produced in easy read and Urdu – as identified through equality 

monitoring and further translated or accessible versions can be provided on request. 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

An engagement report was not developed for this piece of work but the guide, and more 

information about this, can be found on the Trust website: 

www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/choosewell  

http://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/choosewell
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South West Yorkshire Partnership Foundation Trust (SWYPFT)  

Bretton Centre development, Fieldhead Hospital, Wakefield.   

October 2021 – January 2022 

 

The Bretton Centre is a male low secure mental health unit.  It sits within the Fieldhead site, 

which provides a wider range of mental health, learning disability and community services. 

At SWYPFT we are improving our accommodation so that we can ensure the privacy and 

dignity for people who use our services.  The refurbishment of the Bretton Centre wards will 

include installing en-suite facilities in the bedrooms and improvements to the wider ward 

accommodation.  

By improving facilities, it will provide a positive environment so our patients can recover in 

modern and comfortable surroundings. The changes to the ward areas will also ensure the 

Trust improve the safeguarding approach to patients and staff.  

The unit will continue to face into the Fieldhead site and the unit’s fence line will not 

change, ensuring it will have the same overall footprint within the Fieldhead site. The 

completed works should not affect the local area as SWYPFT are not expanding or 

changing the skyline of the Fieldhead site. However, it is recognised that the planned 

building works will cause disruption for both service users, visitors, staff, and neighbours 

during the preparation for, build period and after as the service resumes.  

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

A planning application for this scheme was submitted in October 2021 and approved in 

January 2022. The work is due to start later in 2022 and will last approximately 15 months. 

The work will be carried out during working hours, Monday to Friday.  

The Local Authority planning team asked for any comments to be formally taken into 

consideration as part of the planning application process.  In addition, SWYPFT has been 

working with local MPs and neighbours who live in the surrounding area to inform about the 

plans and identify any issues.   The people engaged have been: 

• Service users and carers 

• Trust staff 
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• Neighbours who live in the surrounding area 

A letter was sent to everyone to set out the proposed development and information on what 

to expect and how people can provide their views and feedback.  It also included an invite 

link to an online meeting and hyperlink to a website page which contained further details on 

the development and progress.   

What did they tell you?  

The Trust developed an involvement and communications plan to identify key stakeholders 

and ensure that the Trust could gather feedback.  From the involvement that has taken 

place so far, people have told us: 

• For patients they told staff the type of environment they would expect to see, including 

décor and facilities.   

• Stakeholders appreciated that we had taken the time to share information and provide 

feedback at an early stage in the process 

• All stakeholders understood the reason for improving estates and agreed that the 

facilities needed to be improved 

• Stakeholders asked that the Trust work with considerate contractors, due to the 

sensitive nature of services and those who will take into account access and distribution 

during the build and that the area is kept clean and tidy 

• Stakeholders want developments with minimum disruption 

• Neighbours raised issues about premises and their existing view which is heavily 

screened by a mature tree line 

• Neighbours also had concerns about noise/vibration/dust during the build and they 

requested that there was no noise during certain hours or at weekends 

• Neighbours wanted clarification on the roof uplift dimension  

• Neighbours wonder what happens over the big fence and people did fear that the Trust 

would bring bedrooms closer to their houses 

 

Following the website event, the presentation was shared with all those who had attended, 

and a follow up survey circulated. 

What did you do?  
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Staff, patients, carers, and families have all been engaged on the new developments and 

the Trust have already held two online meetings, launched an online survey, and sent out 

letters to neighbours/MPs about the proposed development to give opportunity for 

feedback. 

Further work is ongoing to engage and involve carers and service users in the design, 

during the development and to keep them informed.  Any impacts that may occur such as 

changes to visiting, a move to temporary accommodation whilst the development 

progresses will be worked through using a mix of written and verbal updates.  A further 

letter to carers and another online meeting is to be issued soon. 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

More information about this work and a plan and artist’s impression of the development can 

be found on SWYPFT website at Planned building work at the Bretton Centre - South West 

Yorkshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust   

South West Yorkshire Partnership Foundation Trust (SWYPFT)  

Forensic inpatients Discovery Interviews 

November 2021 

 

The Trust have been testing out a range of methods and approaches that may be best 

suited to different groups or audiences.  Discovery interviews ensure that a person is 

provided with an opportunity to narrate their own story using a series of prompts. The Trust 

pilot was to test out this methodology with patients who had recent experience of being 

detained under the mental health act 1983 (amended 2007). 

 
The project aim was to test out using a discovery interview approach, to capture the 

experience of patients who had been detained and who were currently in Trust inpatient 

areas.  The service area focus for testing out the pilot was on forensic services and aimed 

to capture a more in-depth understanding of the patient journey. In addition, the Trust 

wanted to capture a diverse sample of people’s stories to provide a wider understanding of 

experience.  

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/news-and-events/planned-building-work-at-the-bretton-centre/
https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/news-and-events/planned-building-work-at-the-bretton-centre/
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The interviews were aimed at: 

• In-Patients currently receiving care and treatment on our medium and low secure wards 

(Newton Lodge/Bretton Centre) 

• In-Patients currently receiving care and treatment on our learning disabilities ward 

(Newhaven) 

• A carers perspective of a loved one who was an in-patient who had received care and 

treatment at our mental health ward in Barnsley (Kendray Hospital) 

 

Once service users were identified to be interviewed, the engagement team had to gain 

copies of consent to record their voice and ask for equality monitoring data to be collected.  

The team then arranged a suitable date/time for the interviews with the staff on the wards.  

 

We arranged for the interviews to take place on the wards in a private area, so that the 

person could talk freely and privately.  A staff member from the ward was also present so 

that the person felt comfortable knowing someone was in the room that they knew. The 

prompts for this piece of work were: 

• Experience of admission 

• Experience of being detained in hospital 

• Experience of day-to-day activities on the ward 

• Share views and thoughts on care and treatment 

• Hopes for the future 

 
The service user interviews were carried out in person in the units and the laptop voice 

recorder function was used for recording sound and the media file was saved.  For the 

carer’s interview a mobile phone placed on speaker and the voice recorder of the laptop 

was used to capture the interview. All interviews were recorded and typed up in full to 

analyse and compile the report of findings.   

What did they tell you?  

 

From the interviews which took place those interviewed told us that: 

• The assessment process can be daunting – can this be broken into sections, especially 

for patients who have Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)/Autism 
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• A welcome/induction pack shared on admission should be referred back to during the 

stay as there was too much information to take in when unwell at admission point 

• Clear explanation of restrictions that can be put in place is needed 

• Clear explanation of different types of leave requests and how they are granted 

• The need to understand range of activities on offer and where service users can 

influence new activities 

• More support to tackle ‘bullying’ on wards  

• Exposure to other mental health conditions and behaviours did have an impact 

• Medications side effects and impact on patients could be better explained (e.g., 

increased appetite, weight gain, sedation, drooling, speech affected) 

• Staffing: not enough staff to support physical needs of service users  

• Staffing: concern about lack of regular staff for support and relationships 

• Staffing: lack of staff has impact on supporting leave entitlements  

• When medications were stopped in community, service users reported becoming unwell 

with behaviour escalated, some led to criminal activity and arrests by the police 

What did you do?  

 
The findings have been written into a report which was presented at the Mental Health 

Committee on 8 March 2022.  The next steps will be determined by the committee and the 

findings will help to improve services and influence the process and future inpatient stays. 

We will also provide copies of a ‘you told us, we listened’ approach to wards to add into 

their own inpatient feedback mechanisms.  

 

An opportunity has arisen to also develop an animation to share on the Trust website to 

communicate to other service users, families, carers, key stakeholders, and the public 

“What to expect when you are detained under the Mental Health Act”.   

 

In addition, the WY&H Forensics involvement team are interested in learning from the 

approach and may use this as a tool going forward.  As approaches become embedded 

people who use services gain more confidence in the approach and participate.  The aim 

would be to generate that interest. 

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 
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The ‘Discovery Interview’ approach will also be documented, and tools will be made 

available on the team intranet page so that staff can use the approach in other Trust 

settings, including community teams.  An engagement report will be available and 

published on the Trust website: www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/getinvolved  

 

South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Trust (SWYPFT)  

All inpatient services, Pastoral Care 

 

The Pastoral and Spiritual Care service offers a person-centred approach to supporting 

people at all times but especially when dealing with difficult and challenging circumstances 

by encouraging them to work with their own value and belief system to find hope, healing, 

and spiritual wellbeing. It provides a range of services for service users, carers, and staff, 

from all backgrounds, across each of the trust’s localities.  

 

During the pandemic, and because of Government guidelines to appropriately manage 

infection, prevention and control, the Trust ‘Pastoral Care Team’ were unable to maintain 

their usual visits to patients situated on inpatient wards.  The service offers individual one to 

one support which requires face to face contact.   

 

To address the lack of contact during this period, the service engaged patients and staff to 

identify solutions to ensure Pastoral and Spiritual Care could be provided and support 

continued throughout the pandemic. 

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

 
The service spoke to a range of patients, staff, and carers to identify solutions. This 

included reaching patients via ward community meetings and through a range of focus 

groups.  The involvement explored the opportunity to: 

• Develop the concept of a virtual chaplain 

• Set up a pastoral care talk line  

• Provide access to virtual meditation sessions  

• Produce the ‘Mountain Hare’ publication for those of faith/non-faith  

http://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/getinvolved
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The pastoral service received a very positive response from patients, carers and staff and it 

was agreed that all four initiatives would be a great solution.  In addition, the engagement 

provided further insight into how these initiatives could work in practice. 

 

What did they tell you? 

 

The engagement ensured that each of the four initiatives could be delivered in the inpatient 

setting. Each initiative was co-developed in a timely manner as an immediate response to 

COVID-19 restrictions from Pastoral and Spiritual Care. This then ensured a continuation of 

pastoral and spiritual care.  By identifying and co-designing new solutions the service was 

best able to continue to provide a source of support for those who stated they had become 

isolated or felt anxious due to the pandemic.  

 

In addition, ‘The Mountain Hare’ was co-created from feedback that suggested a light-

hearted magazine containing individual stories, spiritual extracts, seasonal information, 

humour, and the contact details of Chaplaincy services would be helpful. The intention of 

the Mountain Hare was to maintain a link with those who told us they did not have internet 

access or stated they felt uncomfortable holding a conversation by telephone or video.  The 

magazine was distributed monthly across the Trust. 

 
Access for patients to Chaplains were via the Trust wide initiative to put in place tablets on 

each ward.  These tablets were co-designed with patients following a successful pilot which 

captured feedback on the benefits. The rebranded name of ‘CHATPad’, meant that each 

tablet could be used for digital telephone/video calls using Zoom.  This meant people’s 

religious, spiritual, and pastoral care needs were met throughout the pandemic, which was 

a key part of the feedback received by people in services.  

 

The Pastoral care team talk line has also since become an integrated part of the teams 

working offer. Offering a direct contact line when face to face was no longer an option. 

Virtual meditation sessions were also instated and continue to be delivered over a weekly 

basis and are now open to both staff and patients. All of these were based on the feedback 

from both staff and patients.  

 

What did you do?  
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Following on from this work a Spirt in Mind group has now been fully established with 

representation made up of patients, carers, and staff with an interest in meeting to: 

• Continually review the current ‘Pastoral and Spiritual’ care pathway for patients 

accessing Trust services. 

• Work with Faith leaders and give feedback on any improvements to the Mental health 

diagnosis and treatment relating to patients Pastoral and Spiritual care needs. 

• Arrange an awareness event held in March 2022 to raise the profile of the service, the 

benefits, and the offer. 

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 

 

If you’d like more information on the work to support the Pastoral and Spiritual Care needs 

of our Patients, Carers and Staff then please visit. Home - South West Yorkshire 

Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 

 
 
South West Yorkshire Partnership Foundation Trust (SWYPFT)  

All services - Commitment to carers  

April 2021 - Ongoing 

 
It is estimated that carers save the UK around £132 billion a year and the benefits they 

bring to the NHS cannot be underestimated. It is likely that every one of us will have caring 

responsibilities at some time in our lives, with the challenges faced by carers taking many 

forms. Many carers juggle their caring responsibilities with work, study, and family 

commitments.  

The Trust, therefore, invested in several resources and support for both staff and for those 

who use our services funding the development of a carer’s passport and a thriving staff carers 

network.  

 
The Trust employs over 4,500 staff, some of whom are currently balancing caring 

responsibilities with long working hours.  With the impact of covid-19 carers of people who 

use our services are amongst those whose responsibilities have increased.  

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/spirit-in-mind/home/
https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/spirit-in-mind/home/
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Following a successful application to ‘Charitable Funds’ the Trust recruited a part time 

carers project management officer (CPMO) until the end of 2022. The (CPMO) role is to 

ensure the Trust’s commitment is upheld, the needs of family, friends, and carers are 

appropriately addressed by embedding and accelerating all the new and innovative 

approaches across the organisation.  

 
Who did you consult with and what did you ask?  
 
The CPMO formed partnerships with a wealth of carer organisations and links with the 

following groups for feedback: 

 

• Staff carers network 

• Equality and Involvement Committee  

• Carers Network meeting 

• Trust network group WYH unpaid carers 

• Young carers steering group 

 
Feedback was gained on the following questions: 

 

• What would make carers feel valued? 

• Where are the gaps? 

• What would support recruitment? 

• How can we be smarter in the delivery of the voluntary support carers provide? 

• What would support carers in their work life to make this a great place to work? 

• How can we accelerate the embedding of the staff passport? 

 

 
What did they tell you? 
 
Common themes from the feedback received: 

• The completion and delivery of a staff carers awareness training package is integral to 

progress the embedding of the carer’s passports; this package to be fully coproduced by 

staff carers, unpaid carers, the champions, and carers leads with involvement or support 

from carer support agencies. It was highlighted that the package is to be face to face (or 

now online via Microsoft Teams) rather than e-learning. It was felt it would also be useful 
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if the training was delivered to a service - this could be tailored towards their needs (just 

the relevant documentation etc)  

• The carers passports paid and unpaid are a useful resource, however, before they can 

be appropriately embedded, the systems to measure their data are required to be 

updated and simplified. 

• To enable us to move forward with recruitment of carers champions across the Trust a 

framework and descriptor is required.  

• The staff carers network needs to become more visible and representative at Committee 

level. For its members to have a voice in policies and planning and make the Trust a great 

place to work and for staff carers to feel valued. 

 

What did you do?  
 
Some examples below.  

• The CPMO worked with the Staff Carers Network (SCN) to provide its members with 

regular meetings and updates.  

• Carers champions workshops were set up by the CPMO to continue to increase 

awareness of carers and to improve the support to the carer’s champions. 

• The SCN is part of staff induction and virtual recruitment events, and an animated 

newsletter was developed  

• The CPMO worked with members of the SCN to set up a working task group to look at 

the way we record staff carer passports and data onto employee staff record; to allow 

for self-identification and to be recognised as a protective characteristic. 

• The CPMO formed a working task group in January 2022 to accelerate the development 

of the staff carers awareness training package.  

• The monitoring of the organisations progress against the commitments set out in the 

family, friends, and carers charter  

• The involvement of ‘family, friends and carers’ in the development of any strategies or 

plans  

• Following consultation with Carers UK an application form for benchmark was 

completed and submitted at Accomplished level 2 in February 2022. This was a 

successful application, and the Trust became a carer confident organisation on the 18th 

of March 2022.  
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Where can you find more information about this work? 
 

If you would like more information on the work, you can visit the following website pages:  

Carers' passport - South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust  

Carers support - South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 

Carer Confident employer list  

 

Or you can email direct to: 

• The Carers Project Management Officer (CPMO)  Gillian.cowell1@swyt.nhs.uk  

• The carers champions carerschampions@swyt.nhs.uk  

• The staff carers network SCN@swyt.nhs.uk  

 
 
 

  

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/carers-passport/
https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/service-users-and-carers/carers-support/
https://clicktime.symantec.com/3VFvswayRbhG814nQx3VxJ36H4?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.employersforcarers.org%252Fcarer-confident%252Fcarer-confident-employers%26data%3D04%257C01%257CHannah.Smith%2540cqc.org.uk%257C89246d97a2ff414c562b08d9b63b8f72%257Ca55dcab8ce6645eaab3f65bc2b07b5d3%257C1%257C0%257C637741189208087807%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%26sdata%3DfR3LQb1ZRx%252FWhbEUJn%252F2WkP3VjoFElpvTN%252Bbs%252Fw1Z9U%253D%26reserved%3D0
mailto:Gillian.cowell1@swyt.nhs.uk
mailto:carerschampions@swyt.nhs.uk
mailto:SCN@swyt.nhs.uk
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Calderdale Voluntary and Community (CVAC) 

Engagement Champions – Winter Messaging 

January to March 2022 

 
This year the CCG asked VAC for the support of the Engagement Champions to 

communicate important winter messages including COVID-19 messaging to target groups 

across Calderdale. The foundation for messages is based on the Together We Can 

campaign. The campaign encourages people to choose well and to opt for convenient self-

care, where safe to do so.  

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 
 
Engagement Champions were asked to design and deliver creative ways of ensuring the 

winter messages reached specific communities. NHS Calderdale CCG provided printed and 

electronic Together We Can materials.  Leaflets were also available in community 

languages. Individual Engagement Campions were responsible for communicating the 

messaging to the groups they interact with in a way that works for that group. 

Engagement Champions used existing channels of support to help identify, contact, and 

improve the reach of the target groups below from across Calderdale: 

• Parents of children under 12 years, particularly those aged 0 – 5 years  

• People aged under 40 with minor health conditions  

• More vulnerable adults and their families/carers/friends. Particularly those with long-term 

conditions or underlying health problems such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD).  

• All equality groups including carers, asylum seekers and social economic groups  

 
What did they tell you?  
 

Winter Messaging is a health campaign, delivering the key Together We Can messaging to 

targets groups across Calderdale.  Anecdotal feedback received from Engagement 

Champions that people told them after taking part in any Winter Messaging activities or 

conversations with the ECs they would go online and check it out and / or follow social 

media.  Some reported that they that had seen the branding in other locations such as the 

electronic board at Asda and on a screen in a doctor’s surgery.  
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What did you do?  
 
Between January 2022 and end of March 2022, Engagement Champions carried out winter 

messaging initiatives with their communities by using creative ways of ensuring the 

Together We Can messages reached the target communities in Calderdale.  

Work included leaflets in a number of community languages going out in care packs to 

members of the community along with messages delivered on social media platforms. 

Website banners and links have been used to highlight the campaign alongside regular 

group newsletters.  To engage people face-to-face, a Winter Messaging ‘Who wants to be a 

Millionaire’ game was devised which can be viewed here https://youtu.be/lEZ2AQmzrvc  

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 
 
Information about the Together We Can campaign can be found on the CCG website  

Home - NHS - Together We Can (togetherwe-can.com) 

You can read the findings report at the link below 

https://www.cvac.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/REPORT-ON-NHS-WINTER-

MESSAGING-IN-CALDERDALE-2021-22-003.pdf  

 

Calderdale Voluntary and Community (CVAC) 

Engagement Champions COVID Vaccine Engagement  

June and July 2021 

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

 
In June and July this year, NHS Calderdale CCG asked VAC for the support of the 

Engagement Champions to understand people’s views around COVID vaccine hesitancy, 

including what is stopping them from having the vaccine.  Engagement Champions had 

open conversations about the vaccine and listened to people’s views and recorded them on 

the survey form.  

https://youtu.be/lEZ2AQmzrvc
https://togetherwe-can.com/
https://www.cvac.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/REPORT-ON-NHS-WINTER-MESSAGING-IN-CALDERDALE-2021-22-003.pdf
https://www.cvac.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/REPORT-ON-NHS-WINTER-MESSAGING-IN-CALDERDALE-2021-22-003.pdf
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Supported conversations were held with people from the groups that the Engagement 

Champions normally support and these included communities in Calderdale that had been 

identified as having a higher rate of vaccine hesitancy.  

What did they tell you?  

 
Emerging key themes are below 

 

• A significant number of respondents had received the vaccine. Of those that hadn’t, 

most cited that this was due to personal opinion.  

• Vaccines were received at a wide range of locations.  

• Over 90% of the people that had received the vaccine told us that it was ‘Very Easy’ or 

‘Easy’ to travel to the vaccination centre. 

• Of those who had received the vaccine they found the booking process to be ‘Easy’ or 

‘Neither Easy or Difficult’, with the majority happy with the time they had to wait at the 

vaccination centre.  

• All respondents to the survey, who had received the vaccine, felt safe at the vaccination 

centre, and would recommend the vaccine to their friends and family.  

 

All Engagement Champions survey responses were fed into the overall CCG survey 

analysis. 

 

What did you do?  

 
Engagement Champions carried out supported conversations using the survey as the basis 

for the conversations and collected in-depth qualitative information on the reasons for 

COVID vaccine hesitancy.  They also provided links to trusted information or talked through 

the information to enable those hesitant about having the vaccine to help support people to 

make informed decisions about being vaccinated against COVID-19, and to ensure that 

accurate information was accessible to everyone in Calderdale.   

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

More information about this work can be found on the CCG website Understanding the 

views and experiences of people living in Calderdale of the COVID Vaccine - NHS 

Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) (calderdaleccg.nhs.uk) 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/experience-covid-vaccination/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/experience-covid-vaccination/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/download/experience-covid-vaccination/


Page 86 of 108 
 

Healthwatch  

Delays to routine and planned care during the Covid-19 outbreak  

 
June – September 2021 

 

During 2020 Healthwatch collected health and care experiences of people living in 

Calderdale during the COVID-19 outbreak.  Comments relating to delays to care was one of 

the key themes that emerged.    

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

We asked the residents of people living in Calderdale 12 questions about their experiences 

on delays to care during the Covid-19 pandemic.  Several engagement tools were used to 

obtain the feedback including an online survey, snapshot questions on social media, case 

studies, social media engagement, and outreach via community groups.  There were 84 

responses to the survey which ran between June and September 2021.  

 

The findings report looks at people’s experiences in the following areas:  

• Seeking medical help for health problems.  

• Life impact of delays to routine care.  

• Support while waiting for care.  

• NHS treatments or procedures further away from home.  

• Remote appointments via telephone or video.  

• Pandemic healthcare changes.  

• Improving health and wellbeing.  

 

What did they tell you? 

Key findings are below. 

 

Life impact: 47% (41 people) told us delays to their care had a negative impact on their 

mental and physical health.  

 

Support while waiting for care: People relied on family and friends (39%, 33 people) 

and/or medical professionals (39%, 33 people) while they experienced delays to routine 
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care. People told us clear communication about how they would access or receive 

continuity of care would also have improved their experience and lessened the negative life 

impact.  

 

Seeking medical help for their health problems during Covid-19: Only 15 people (18%) 

stated they were made aware that there would be a delay to their care or treatment during 

the pandemic (between April and August 2021). 69 people (82%) said that they would seek 

help for a serious or worsening condition.  

 

NHS treatments or procedures further away from home: 39% of people (33 people) 

said they would be willing to travel further away from home for NHS treatment; 37% (31 

people) said they did not want to; 24% of respondents (20 people) said they might be 

prepared to do this.  

 

Remote appointments: People felt that telephone and/or video appointments are suitable 

for triage or minor ailments and if medical professionals have access to notes and history. 

Some people said they had concerns about the quality of care they get and felt that 

appointments over the telephone/video felt rushed or impersonal.  

 

Pandemic healthcare changes: Access to services was listed as the priority of people, 

with others listing improving services and improving communication as the things they 

would change. People liked the quietness of waiting rooms and praised the phlebotomy 

service for improving during the pandemic.  

 

Improving health and wellbeing: Many of the comments in this section related to pain 

management, pain affecting health and wellbeing and impacting on sleep. People told us an 

improved way to contact consultants; making online booking easier and allowing greater 

advanced bookings would have improved their experiences. 

 

What did you do? 

We know that delays to care and cancellations are likely to be with us for a long time so our 

recommendations are based around the best way to plan for this and how services could 

provide good quality information and support for people who are waiting for care or 
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treatment.  Report of findings and recommendations have been shared with all relevant 

NHS service providers such as hospitals, GPs and social care providers and 

commissioning organisations.  

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 

Healthwatch’s individual report of findings can be found on their website,  

https://www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/  

 

Healthwatch  

The experiences of people accessing medication during COVID-19   

 
October 2021 

 

During 2020 Healthwatch collected health and care experiences of people living in 

Calderdale during the COVID-19 outbreak.  Comments relating to medication, specifically 

with regards to reviews, changes, and reliance on others to obtain medication were raised 

by a signification number of people.   

 

Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

Several engagement tools were used to obtain feedback including surveys left if 

pharmacies, online survey, direct conversations with young people and snap chat and 

speaking to those working in pharmacies.  We looked at people’s experiences in three 

areas, below: 

• Changes to medication – 17 responses were received in relation to changes to 

medication  

• Medication reviews – 24 responses were received about medication reviews 

• Relying on others to obtain medication  

What did they tell you? 

Overall feedback identified four main themes. 

https://www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/
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Continuity of Care – overall people felt generally dissatisfied about the changes to their 

medication and that access to a medical professional or an appointment with a health 

worker would have improved their experience of a medication review 

Communication between health worker and patient – people said communication was 

key to the way in which people felt their experiences of medication changes could be 

improved such as improved use of technology, 

Cancellation / Delays – delays to obtaining routine prescriptions, difficulties in accessing 

services to get usual medication, medication being changed without consultation with the 

patient  

Support - Patients felt well supported by pharmacies during the pandemic.  The support 

given and received was welcomed. Having to rely on others for support was not seen 

negatively. 

 

What did you do? 

Report of findings and recommendations have been shared with all relevant NHS service 

providers such as pharmacies and GPs and commissioning organisations. 

 

Where can you find more information about this work? 

Healthwatch’s individual report of findings can be found on their website,  

www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/  

 

  

http://www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/
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St. Augustine’s Centre 

Engagement with residents of the Wool Merchants Hotel 

March 2022 

 
St Augustine’s Centre offer specialist advice on immigration and asylum support, and one 

to one support with welfare, housing, health, and access to wider services. They provide 

hot meals, English language classes, training, cultural, social and wellbeing activities, trips, 

and volunteering opportunities. And offer spaces for reflection and a befriending and 

integration service. As a core member of the Valley of Sanctuary, St Augustine’s want to 

share stories and build awareness about the experience for those fleeing war and 

persecution, advocating, and campaigning locally and nationally. 

 
Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

NHS Calderdale CCG commissioned St. Augustine’s Centre to engage with adults who are 

living in the Wool Merchants Hotel, a contingency accommodation site for people who are 

currently seeking asylum in the UK. The engagement took place in March 2022 and 

gathered the views and experiences from individuals and families living in the hotel.  

 

Knowledge and experience that has been developed through serving the community of 

refugees and people seeking asylum for over 20 years to inform the questions and the 

methods of gathering data, the engagement took place through 15 semi-structured 

interviews with a range of people living in the hotel who had agreed to share their 

experience.  Open-ended questions were asked around their current experience of living at 

the hotel, what was most important to them when they arrived in the hotel and what would 

have improved their experience or made it easier when they arrived.  There were also some 

questions around primary care services, such as in initial health checks, along with 

questions about which services they had accessed in Calderdale generally. Finally, people 

were asked about the use of translators in services, their knowledge of UK systems and if 

they had anything else to share with us.  

 
What did they tell you?  

The interviews produced mostly qualitative responses. Four areas of common themes that 

was as the upmost importance to people were: 

https://www.staugustinescentrehalifax.org.uk/
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• Safety – Feeling safe in the hotel was important to everyone with the majority of people 

saying they felt safe living in the hotel and had felt safe since arriving. However, three 

single females said they didn’t feel safe due to factors such as living in mixed 

accommodation, feeling trapped/jailed, feeling other people were judging them or that 

they would tell others in their home country where they were.  

 

• Interpreters – Having access to interpreters was also very important to people. Some 

people said some services didn’t provide an interpreter and that they didn’t know they 

were entitled to one. Those that had access to an interpreter emphasised the need for 

them to be well trained 

 

• Gaining knowledge of how systems work in the UK – such as having information 

available to understand more about health, housing, and schools.  

 
What did you do?  

A report of findings was produced in April 2022 and has recently been shared with NHS 

CCCG along with a set of recommendations for consideration.  

The CCG will consider the insight that has been gathered from the views and experiences 

of the individuals and families interviewed along with their ideas as to how this type of 

accommodation could be improved in the future. 

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 
 
A report of the findings from the engagement process was produced in April 2022 and can 

be found on the CCG website at the link below St Augustine’s March 2022 Engagement 

with Residents of the Wool Merchants Hotel - NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning 

Group (CCG) (calderdaleccg.nhs.uk)  
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West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Ongoing engagement mechanisms 

 

As one of the country’s leading integrated care systems (ICSs) West Yorkshire Health and 

Care Partnership are now enhancing their work due to forthcoming legislative changes, subject 

to parliamentary approval. By July 2022, Calderdale will be part of the integrated care system, 

formalising on a statutory basis the successful health and care partnership of six years based 

on working together. We are very proud to be part of the Partnership winning the Health 

Service Journal Award for Integrated Care System of the Year, 2021. 

 

The Partnership is made up of the NHS, councils, hospices, Healthwatch, the voluntary 

community social enterprise sector.  

 

Due to the upcoming legislative change West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership 

commissioned an independent review of its involvement mechanisms and strategy.  A full 

report is available on our website  

Documents, links & further reading :: West Yorkshire Health & Care Partnership 

(wypartnership.co.uk) 

 

One of the recommendations from the independent review was to assess the usefulness of 

setting up a “Citizen’s Panel” for West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership.  The 

Partnership has commissioned Healthwatch colleagues in West Yorkshire to work with the 

people of West Yorkshire to develop and recruit to an appropriate model that adds value to 

the way we work both at a West Yorkshire and local place-based level. 

 

There are two specific sections on our website where information can be found about 

involvement: 

• Get Involved pages have information about our involvement mechanisms and 

opportunities and  

• Engagement and consultation pages have reports of current and past involvement 

initiatives. 

 
 
 

http://wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/news-and-blog/news/west-yorkshire-and-harrogate-health-and-care-partnership-named-integrated-care-system-year-national-prestigious-awards
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/news-and-blog/news/west-yorkshire-and-harrogate-health-and-care-partnership-named-integrated-care-system-year-national-prestigious-awards
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/4016/4319/6877/WYH_HCP_Involvement_review_report_FINAL_-_accessible_format.pdf
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation/related-information-documents-and-links
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation/related-information-documents-and-links
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/get-involved
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation
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West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Integrated Care Board Draft constitution involvement report  

November 2021 - February 2022  

 

In line West Yorkshire Health and Care (WYH&C) Partnership’s agreed approach to 

stakeholder involvement, a draft constitution was published on 8 November 2021 and 

presented it to the WYH&C Partnership Board in December 2021.  

 

The involvement period ended on 14 January 2022. The Partnership principles of 

subsidiarity mean that the Integrated Care Board (ICB) will primarily discharge its duties 

through delegation to ICB place committees (Bradford and Crave, Calderdale, Kirklees, 

Leeds, and Wakefield), alongside work that is delivered at West Yorkshire level. Most 

decisions will be made at place level, in support of local Health and Wellbeing Board 

priorities. 

 

Involvement on the constitution produced over 30 responses from partners, external 

stakeholders, and members of the public. In addition, they presented their proposals to a 

number of place and West Yorkshire level forums including Health and Wellbeing Boards, 

health overview and scrutiny committees, partner boards and governing bodies, patient and 

public reference groups and partnership collaborative forums. 

 

The feedback on the draft constitution was constructive and covered a wide range of areas 

 

More information can be found on the Partnerships website Integrated Care Board 

constitution :: West Yorkshire Health & Care Partnership (wypartnership.co.uk).  You can 

read the full ICB constitution report on responses to involvement.  The draft Partnership 

Board Paper was presented on 1 March 2022 at the Partnership Board meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation/integrated-care-board-constitution
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation/integrated-care-systems-legislation/integrated-care-board-constitution
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/3516/4570/3065/Draft_constitution_involvement_report.pdf
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/download_file/view/6403/628
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/download_file/view/6403/628
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West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Zero tolerance “leaving a gap”  

November 2021  

 

In November 2021, a series of engagement interviews were undertaken with people who 

had recently had an experience with primary care e.g., GP surgeries, pharmacists etc. 

Further to this, they were patients that recognised that they were becoming increasingly 

frustrated with primary care services. 

The aim of these engagement interviews was to identify patient frustrations with primary 

care, and to understand what could alleviate these frustrations and reduce the amount of 

abuse that primary care staff were facing. As part of this, colleagues also stress-tested 

potential propositions that could help to shape and optimise engagement and impact of 

future communication campaigns relating to the abuse of primary care staff. 

 

Colleagues recruited to ensure that they had a good mix of people in terms of health 

complaint, ethnicity, and Local Authority within West Yorkshire. All of whom had stated 

they’d had a recent experience with primary care and feeling frustrated, angry, or upset 

during the experience. Due to the individual nature of each person and their experiences, 

the engagement interviews were carried out as an individual discussion via an in-depth 

interview lasting up one hour using Zoom. 

 

This campaign is due to launch in March 2022.The findings from the engagement can be 

found the Partnership website. Engagement also took place with colleagues from primary 

care to design the campaign. 

 

West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated System 

Healthwatch engagement  

December 2021  

 
The purpose of this involvement is to ensure that the West Yorkshire Health and Care 

Partnership Board is sighted on the views of people by summarising the key messages 

from the insight work carried out by local Healthwatch organisations. The aim of the work, 

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/9816/4555/0295/Be_Kind_Campaign_Research_November_2021.pdf
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and the report, is to help ensure that future Partnership Board agendas are influenced by 

what is important to local people. It was proposed that the local Healthwatch summary 

report be presented to the West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership Board every six 

months. 

 

Feedback contained in this paper is available on the Partnership website. 

 

The Partnership are committed to West Yorkshire Healthwatch colleagues continuing to use 

their independence to ensure that leaders, decision-makers, and providers are held to 

account, and to ensure that the health and care services delivered across the district are of 

the quality that people deserve. 

 
West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated System 

Looking out for each other campaign  

September 2021  

 
A brand-new #SpreadTheKindness campaign launched across West Yorkshire and 

Harrogate on 13 September. This was an exciting new phase of the ‘Looking out for our 

neighbours’ community campaign that prior to the COVID-19 pandemic inspired over 

49,000 people to get involved by making a positive difference to their neighbours’ lives 

through acts of kindness. 

 

The West Yorkshire and Harrogate Health and Care Partnership (WY&H HCP) 

#SpreadTheKindness campaign aims to reach young people aged 15-24 years living, in 

education or working across the area.  WY&H HCP worked with young people to make the 

idea become a reality. 

 

The mental health and wellbeing of young people has never been so important. The impact 

of the pandemic on young people’s lives is what inspired this campaign as it sets to inspire 

kindness. 

 

WY&H HCP are encouraging organisations or support services working alongside young 

people to be a supporter and download a digital resource pack 

at: ourneighbours.org.uk/eachother 

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/9816/3827/9973/Item_42-21_Local_Healthwatch_Insight_Report.pdf
https://ourneighbours.org.uk/eachother/
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This brand-new phase four of the campaign was renamed ‘Looking out for each other’ 

broadening the original concept of ‘Looking out for our neighbours’ by the young people that 

came together to co-produce it and make it meaningful to them and their peers.  

 
 
West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Responding to climate change emergency – inspiring and enabling change  

July 2021  

 
West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership is developing a vision for how it can become a 

global leader in responding to the climate emergency. The Partnership commissioned an 

insight report to inform its vision and to help it understand how to engage both people in 

making the fundamental changes that meeting a net zero target will require. 

 

 
Who did you consult with and what did you ask? 

A mixed method approach was developed involving both qualitative and quantitative 

research elements. The first stage was a series of 12 deliberative workshops. Participants 

attended two deliberative workshops. In the first, participants discussed their current 

perceptions and behaviours on tackling climate change, and they were given information 

about the climate emergency and current approaches to tackle it, and they discussed 

possible ways in which the Partnership could become a global leader in tackling climate 

change. 

 
What did they tell you?  

After the workshop they were given a task to interview a friend, colleague or family member 

about the topic and the ideas. This innovative technique allowed us to gain greater insight 

into their response to the information they receive, and how social norms affect the 

messages. In the second workshop they reported on their interview, how the person 

responded, and how the interview had affected their own views.  

 

The findings from the workshops were explored with the Climate Change Team in the 

Partnership and a set of draft ideas and campaign messages were identified. They then 
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tested these with a wider group of people in an online survey with 413 respondents. The 

third stage was a series of seven workshops that produced a final set of messages and a 

campaign strategy that had been created in partnership. 

 

What did you do?  

In February 2022 the Partnership commissioned a campaign using the insight from this 

involvement to raise awareness of their climate change ambition with colleagues across 

West Yorkshire and promote change. 

 
Where can you find more information about this work? 

The full report is available on the Partnership climate change webpage. 

 

West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Planned care citizen panel  

June - September 2021  

 
Our Planned Care Citizens’ Panel was introduced in partnership with Healthwatch to 

support communications around elective recovery in West Yorkshire and Harrogate. The 

panel of volunteers from across the area, all patients on the waiting list for elective care, 

was in place from June to September 2021.  

 

More information is available on the Planned Care Citizens’ Panel page. 

 

West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Anti-racism movement  

April 2021  

 
West Yorkshire HCP with Magpie continued to coproduce their anti-racism movement with 

colleagues and communities across the Partnership. The initial insight report from the focus 

group meetings held early April 2021 can be viewed here. 

 

Over 50 colleagues from minority ethnic communities talked about messages and visual 

identity for the movement and their views on racism. All comments are anonymous. A 

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/6516/2938/4224/Tackling_climate_change_in_the_WYHHCP_-_Final_Report.pdf
http://mail.wyhpartnership.co.uk/our-priorities/improving-planned-care/planned-care-citizens-panel
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/download_file/view/3793/628
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/download_file/view/3793/628
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movement was designed and then tested further before the Partnership and the West 

Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit alongside 500 organisations and community allies 

launched the area’s anti-racism movement on 23 August 2021. The report combines both 

academic and a practical approach in creating this report.  

 

You can find our more on the Partnership website West Yorkshire and Harrogate Health 

and Care Partnership launch anti-racism movement :: West Yorkshire Health & Care 

Partnership (wyhpartnership.co.uk) 

 

West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Involvement mapping report 2021/22  

 
This engagement and consultation mapping report presents the findings from all relevant 

involvement which has taken place during April 2021 to the end of March 2022, across 

Bradford district and Craven, Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds, and Wakefield District. The past 

year has been another exceptional one for the NHS and care organisations and especially 

our communities due to the Coronavirus pandemic and a period of change for 

commissioning colleagues due to upcoming legislation.  The purpose of the mapping report 

is to refresh the previous engagement and consultation mapping exercise that took place in 

May 2021and previous years.  This supports the work of Partnership priority programmes 

and each of the places mentioned above when planning involvement and changes to 

services.  WYHCP_Engagement_Mapping_Report_May_2022_002.pdf 

(wypartnership.co.uk) 

 
West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Involvement Timeline 2022/23  

 
Every year the Partnership asks its priority Programmes to inform us about plans to involve 

stakeholders in their work for the following year.  This is not an exact science, sometimes 

involvement is needed at short notice that has not been planned. Once again, this year we 

have asked programme colleagues to share their plans for involvement in 2022-23.    

Engagement and consultation :: West Yorkshire Health & Care Partnership 

(wypartnership.co.uk) 

  

https://mail.wyhpartnership.co.uk/news-and-blog/news/anti-racism-movement
https://mail.wyhpartnership.co.uk/news-and-blog/news/anti-racism-movement
https://mail.wyhpartnership.co.uk/news-and-blog/news/anti-racism-movement
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/2016/5098/0870/WYHCP_Engagement_Mapping_Report_May_2022_002.pdf
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/2016/5098/0870/WYHCP_Engagement_Mapping_Report_May_2022_002.pdf
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/engagement-and-consultation
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7. Progress update on previous engagement and / or consultation activity 

We recognise that it can take several months or even years before any outcomes or 

changes can be reported on from any engagement and/or consultation activity that takes 

place. With this is mind we have asked our partners if they can provide an update or 

progress of any previous submissions of engagement and/or consultation activity.   

 
You can find more information about previous activity on the CCG website Findings reports 

of engagement and consultation activity - NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group 

(CCG) (calderdaleccg.nhs.uk) 

 

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 

COVID-19 Vaccination Engagement  

During phase one, people had already told us what was worrying them, including side 

effects, how the vaccines were tested / are they safe; whether they affect fertility and 

pregnancy; allergic reactions; how they work; how long they protect us and why young 

people with no health issues need them.  People also told us that work, transport and 

caring responsibilities might make it difficult for them to get vaccinated.  During this phase 

most older people had now been vaccinated.   

 

Phase two of the engagement activity we wanted to build on our understanding of what our 

communities were telling us about the vaccine from phase one. You can read more about 

this work in the main body of the report under section 6.   

 

All feedback has been used to further inform and shape the current model for the vaccine 

and inform consistent and accurate information on the vaccination programme moving into 

phase two of the programme.   

 

Equality Delivery System (EDS) 

EDS2 events are delivered annually and provide us with an opportunity to have a 

conversation with our local stakeholders about how they think we are performing in relation 

to equality and inclusion and what we can do to improve. We have used the feedback from 

previous years to develop our Equality Objectives and amplify the voices of our diverse 

https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/findings-reports-of-engagement-and-consultation-activity/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/findings-reports-of-engagement-and-consultation-activity/
https://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/findings-reports-of-engagement-and-consultation-activity/
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local populations. The EDS2 work has also provided a platform to improve engagement 

with local people and communities and involve them in the decisions we make about health 

and care services.  

 

West Yorkshire Health and Care Partnership, an Integrated Care System 

Assessment and Treatment Unit 

 
As a result of previous engagement and work across partners a business case was agreed 

to have two Assessment and Treatment Units, one in Wakefield and another in Bradford.  

Further engagement took place to give a name to the Bradford unit to ensure people using 

the service felt it was a West Yorkshire facility.   

 

Green Social Prescribing 

 
In the 2020 survey, more than 92% of people who responded said that they were interested 

in accessing nature-based activities such as yoga, walking groups and community food 

growing projects. We therefore in 2021 funded ten green social prescribing projects, which 

help connect people to nature to improve their mental and physical health. The projects 

vary from “pocket parks” to state-of-the-art urban food growing farms — and involve 

hospitals, GPs, local authorities, community groups and mental health charities. The 

projects were selected in anticipation of them having a long-term impact in their 

communities, inspiring others to follow suit, creating a step change in the region, so that 

investment in greenspace is seen as both a fundamental public health and climate change 

intervention.  You can find out more on our climate change webpages. 

 

Complex Rehabilitation 

 
The aim of the Complex Rehabilitation project was to understand the needs and 

experiences of people from West Yorkshire who are currently placed in long term complex 

rehabilitation hospital placements out of their local area. This was previously known as 

Locked Rehabilitation. 

 

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/our-priorities/population-health-management/climate-change
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Of the 70 men and 33 women who were inpatients in 22 independent hospitals and one 

NHS unit, it was found that people had different mental rehabilitation needs. Four broad 

groups emerged: 

• Men with a diagnosis of Psychosis / Serious Mental Illness (SMI) – 56% 

• Women with a diagnosis of Psychosis / SMI – 8% 

• Women with a diagnosis of Personality Disorder – 23% 

• Others, including men with Personality Disorder, people with organic disorders, 

Acquired Brain Injury – 13%. 

 

Often, people experienced longer hospital stays, being further away from home and 

dislocated from their local community, and issues with alcohol and substance misuse. A 

small group had very long-term needs and very long lengths of stay with no discharge plans 

in place. We also learned that there was significant variation in rehabilitation models and 

outcomes locally and nationally. These results mirror national reports.  Full reports available 

on the Partnership website: 

• Service User engagement 

• Carer engagement  

 

These themes from the engagement emerged and are being used to inform our 

improvement work 

 

Young carers cookbook  

 
Through previous engagement activities young carers have voiced the need for resources 

they can access to support their health and wellbeing. The unpaid carers team is delighted 

to be working in collaboration with the award-winning Hebden Bridge based Verd De 

Gris creative arts company to produce a resource together. Two creative workshops took 

place via Zoom in May to share young carers thoughts, ideas, and creations under their 

guidance. The finished resource based on food, cookery, and caring aims to be a unique 

bespoke product created by young carers for young carers. 11 young carers including 

primary and secondary school age from across the Partnership are taking part. 

Engagement to create a cookbook can be found on the Partnership website. 

 

https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/download_file/view/3547/1648
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/download_file/view/3545/1648
https://www.wypartnership.co.uk/application/files/1116/2203/5852/DRAFT_Engagment_report__Young_Carers_Cook_Book_Project.pdf
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Healthwatch 

You can read about updates on previous work that Healthwatch has done such as 

Befriending vulnerable people, health and care experiences of people living in Calderdale 

during the Covid-19 outbreak and access to NHS Dentistry.  This can be found on 

Calderdale Healthwatch website https://www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/  

  

https://www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk/
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8. Planned work for 2022-23 

The Health and Care Bill, which sets out plans to put integrated care systems on a statutory 

footing, empowering them to better join up health and care services, improve people’s 

health and wellbeing, whilst reducing health inequalities. The Health and Care Act 2022 has 

now completed the parliamentary process and received Royal Assent. This is a welcome 

and important step on the journey towards the establishment of statutory integrated care 

systems which comes into effect on 1 July 2022. 

 
We will support the future direction of travel and implementation of the West Yorkshire 

Integrated Care System. 

 
We will also continue to provide advice, support, and guidance to all our partners and 

providers in Calderdale such as primary care, hospital and community care on any activity 

as requested, to inform future service developments or changes.   

 

 

  

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3022?__cf_chl_managed_tk__=DAum44Mt0EicXW7HlovrbCrUxIsPLfHKE1Qg2GYsKs8-1641392601-0-gaNycGzNCFE
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3022?__cf_chl_managed_tk__=DAum44Mt0EicXW7HlovrbCrUxIsPLfHKE1Qg2GYsKs8-1641392601-0-gaNycGzNCFE
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9. Contact details for NHS Calderdale CCG 

If you are interested in finding out more about getting involved in the work of  

NHS Calderdale CCG or would like to share your views on local health services, please 

contact us via the following contact details.  

 

Address:  

NHS Calderdale Clinical Commissioning Group  

2nd Floor 

Westgate House 

Westgate 

Halifax  

HX1 1PW 

Email: CCG.FEEDBACK@calderdale.nhs.uk 

 

Please note that this email address should NOT be used if your message contains 

patient/personal information.  

 

Facebook: NHS Calderdale CCG  

Twitter: @calderdaleccg   

Website: www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk   

 

Care Opinion  

Care Opinion is an independent website about your experiences of UK health services, 

good or bad. They pass your stories to the right people to make a difference.  

 

You can share your views and experiences of the healthcare you have received locally by 

visiting the Patient Opinion Website (patientopinion.org.uk) 

mailto:CCG.FEEDBACK@calderdale.nhs.uk
http://www.calderdaleccg.nhs.uk/
http://www.patientopinion.org.uk/
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Appendix 1 

Legal duties for CCGs in relation to Patient and Public Engagement  

Section 14P - Duty to promote NHS Constitution  

(1) Each clinical commissioning group must, in the exercise of its functions—  

(a) Act with a view to securing that health services are provided in a way which promotes 

the NHS Constitution 

 
Section 14U - Duty to promote involvement of each patient 

(1) Each clinical commissioning group must, in the exercise of its functions, promote the 

involvement of patients, and their carers and representatives (if any), in decisions which 

relate to: 

(a) The prevention or diagnosis of illness in the patients, or  

(b) Their care or treatment. 

 
Section 14Z2 - Public involvement and consultation by clinical commissioning 

groups 

(1) This section applies in relation to any health services which are, or are to be, provided 

pursuant to arrangements made by a clinical commissioning group in the exercise of its 

functions (“commissioning arrangements”).  

(2) The clinical commissioning group must make arrangements to secure that individuals to 

whom the services are being or may be provided are involved (whether by being consulted 

or provided with information or in other ways): 

(a) In the planning of the commissioning arrangements by the group,  

(b) In the development and consideration of proposals by the group for changes in the 

commissioning arrangements where the implementation of the proposals would have an 

impact on the manner in which the services are delivered to the individuals or the range of 

health services available to them, and  

(c) In decisions of the group affecting the operation of the commissioning arrangements 

where the implementation of the decisions would (if made) have such an impact. 

NHS Constitution (Refreshed March 2013)  
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The NHS Constitution produced by the Department of Health establishes the principles and 

values of the NHS in England. It sets out rights to which patients, public and staff are 

entitled, and pledges which the NHS is committed to achieve, together with responsibilities, 

which the public, patients and staff owe to one another to ensure that the NHS operates 

fairly and effectively. The Secretary of State for Health, all NHS bodies, private and 

voluntary sector providers supplying NHS services, and local authorities in the exercise of 

their public health functions are required by law to take account of this Constitution in their 

decisions and actions. 

 
A copy of the refreshed NHS Constitution and supporting handbook can be accessed via 

the gov.uk website (gov.uk/government/publications/the-nhs-constitution-for-england) 

 
Seven key principles guide the NHS in all it does. They are underpinned by core NHS 

values which have been derived from extensive discussions with staff, patients, and the 

public. Principle Four focuses around patient engagement and involvement and is 

emphasised through the Patient’s Rights Section.   

Principle Four   

The NHS aspires to put patients at the heart of everything it does. It should support 

individuals to promote and manage their own health. NHS services must reflect, and should 

be coordinated around and tailored to, the needs and preferences of patients, their families, 

and their carers. Patients, with their families and carers, where appropriate, will be involved 

in and consulted on all decisions about their care and treatment. The NHS will actively 

encourage feedback from the public, patients, and staff, welcome it and use it to improve its 

services 

Patient Rights - Involvement in your healthcare and in the NHS: 

You have the right to be involved, directly or through representatives, in the planning of 

healthcare services commissioned by NHS bodies, the development and consideration of 

proposals for changes in the way those services are provided, and in decisions to be made 

affecting the operation of those services. 

 

 

The NHS also commits: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-nhs-constitution-for-england
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• To provide you with the information and support you need to influence and scrutinise the 

planning and delivery of NHS services (pledge). 

• To work in partnership with you, your family, carers, and representatives (pledge). 

• To involve you in discussions about planning your care and to offer you a written record 

of what is agreed if you want one (pledge); and 

• To encourage and welcome feedback on your health and care experiences and use this 

to improve services (pledge). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 108 of 108 
 

 

 

 

 


